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It seems like I have known J.A. Thornton all of my life. I 
first heard him preaching on the radio each Saturday morning in 
the latter part of the 40’s. He was preaching for the West Corinth 
Church of Christ, and I was a young boy still in high school. I 
was very impressed with his sermons, and those Saturday morn- 
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church. As a result, shortly thereafter I obeyed my Lord and was 
added to His family. Those early days of contact with brother 
Thornton developed into a lifetime of friendship, and eternally I 
will be grateful for his plain biblical teaching and the standard it 
set for me. 


Although brother Thornton has reached the age when many 
would be retired, the idea seems never to have crossed his mind. 
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seems to be preaching and teaching more than ever, and each 
time I see him he tells me that he is sitting on top of the world. 
He is in good heath, loves his work, and is appreciated and 
respected by all who know him. I can see why he smiles and 
says, “I am sitting on top of the world!” 


Once more I am honored to bring you another book that 
brother Thornton has written. These outlines for sermons and 
classes will be preached and taught all over the world. Through 
them, he will also continue to preach and teach the word. What 
better legacy could he leave than that? 


J. C. Choate 
Winona, MS 
July 1, 2002 
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Lesson 1 





Introduction 


l; 
2; 


This is a lesson in providence. 


Basically providence is God’s use of His natural laws to 
accomplish His purpose, but not in a miraculous way 
(see Genesis 37-45). 


A. Providence and Joseph 


l. 
2: 
3. 


How did Joseph happen to become Governor of Egypt? 
How did he happen to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams? 


How did he happen to interpret the baker’s and butler’s 
dreams? 


How did he happen to be in prison? 


How could Potipher’s wife have opportunity to accuse 
Joseph? 


How did he happen to be Potipher’s “house-boy’”? 


How did Potipher and Joseph happen to be at the slave 
market at the same time? 


How did Joseph happen to be in the pit at the right time? 


Why were his brethren so jealous? 


B. Providence and Esther (God’s name is not in the book of 


Esther) 

1. Mordecai made a decree in the king’s name to arm the 
Jews. 

2. The king’s scepter was extended a second time 
(Esther 8:3-8). 

3. How did the king decide to make Mordecai successor to 
Haman (Esther 7:3-6,10)? 

4. How did Mordecai come to be honored (Esther 6:1-3)? 
How did Hamon come in when he did, just after the king 
read of Mordecai (Esther 5:14)? 

6. Mordecai’s famous message (Esther 4:13,14). 

7. How did Esther come to be queen (Esther 2:1,2)? 

C. Providence and God’s Promises 

1. The uniqueness of God’s providence is seen in the 
meeting of Philip and the eunuch (Acts 8:26,27). 

2. Necessities promised (Matthew 6:33). 

3. God with us (2 John 9). 

4. His promises are sure (2 Peter 3:9). 

5. Walk in the light (1 John 1:7). 

6. The hand of the Lord was with them (Acts 11:21; 


Acts 7:9; Genesis 48:21). 
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Introduction 


l. 
2: 


Man needs leadership or direction (Jeremiah 10:23). 


God has always furnished leadership and did so in our 
text. 


A. Where He Leads 


l. 


2 
3 
4. 
5 
6. 


In paths of righteousness (Psalm 5:8; 23:3). 

Beside still waters (Psalm 23:2). 

“Lead me to the rock that is higher than I” (Psalm 61:2). 
He leads to hidden truths (Isaiah 42:16; John 8:32). 

He leads to repentance (Romans 2:4). 

He leads to life (Matthew 7:13,14). 


B. False Ideas of God Leading 


l. 
= 


Some seek a wee small voice. 


Some think God leads from within by impressions on the 
mind. 


Some think the Lord leads directly. 


Some think He leads through emotional tuggings or 
“laying it on their heart”. 


Some say, “I felt led of the Lord”. 
5 


C. How He Leads 
1. Through His word (Psalm 119:105). 
2. He speaks no other way (feelings can deceive). 
3. We are called by the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:14). 
4 


He speaks through His Son (Hebrews 1:1,2; 
Matthew 17:1-5). 


5. Through preaching of the gospel (Romans 1:16). 
D. To Be Led We Must Follow 
1. “If the Lord be God, then follow Him” (1 Kings 18:21). 
2. If we do not follow Jesus (Acts 3:22-24). 
3. Conditions of following Jesus (Luke 9:23). 
4. The commitment required (Luke 14:33). 
5. He left us an example (1 Peter 2:21). 


Introduction 
1. God delivered him not into Saul’s hand. 
2. David’s faith (1 Samuel 17:37). 
A. David’s Deliverance 
1. The Lord is my rock, deliverer (Psalms 18:1-3). 
2. He delivered me from my strong enemy 
(Psalm 18:17,18). 
3. Delivered from strivings of the people (Psalm 18:43). 
4. Delivered him from enemies (Psalm 18:48). 
5. Great deliverance to the king (Psalm 18:49,50). 
6. Songs of deliverance (Psalm 32:7; 25:1). 
7. Deliverance of soul from death (Psalm 33:18,19). 
8. Love and deliverance related (Psalm 91:14-16). 
B. Other Deliverances 
1. The three Hebrews (Daniel 3:17,18). 
2. Daniel and the lion’s den (Daniel 6:21,22). 
3. The Lord delivered Israel (Exodus 14:30,31). 
4. Peter delivered from prison (Acts 12:7). 
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Paul, “The Lord shall deliver me from every evil work” 
(2 Timothy 4:18). 


Jesus taught us to pray for deliverance from evil 
(Matthew 6:9-13). 


C. The Greatest Deliverance Is Spiritual 


l. 
2. 
3. 


From the kingdom of darkness (Colossians 1:13). 
He knows how to deliver the righteous (2 Peter 2:9). 


“The righteous is delivered out of trouble” 
(Proverbs 11:8; 28:26). 


Christ’s death offers deliverance from the condemnation 


-of sin (John 3:16; Romans 5:8-10). 


We are made free from sin (Romans 6:16-18). 
By His death Christ delivered us (Hebrews 2:14-17). 


Christ was delivered up to deliver us (Romans 8:31-33). 
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Introduction 


l. 


God’s omnipotence should awe us. 


2. We must learn to tap into His strength. 
A. God Is My Strength 


l. 


5. 
6. 
i 


We must not trust in our own strength 
(Jeremiah 9:23,24). 


Such is foolish (Proverbs 28:25,26; Psalms 52:1,2). 
God is our strength (Psalm 46:1; Isaiah 41:10). 


I am weak, He is strong (Psalm 73:26; 
1 Corinthians 1:27). 


God’s strength is perfect (2 Corinthians 12:9,10; 13:4). 
Faith and God’s strength (Hebrews 11:33,34). 
We can be strong (Ephesians 3:16; 6:10; 2 Timothy 2:1). 


B. Adapting God’s Strength 


l. 
Ds 


Let word and meditation be acceptable (Psalm 19:14). 
Putting our lives in His hands (Psalm 31:13-15). 


ee ees eS as as a 


He gives strength to His people. 

Jehovah is my strength (Isaiah 12:1,2). 

The strength of faith (Hebrews 11:11). 

By taking courage (Acts 4:13). 

Pray for boldness (Ephesians 6:18,19). 

Strength from God’s rich supply (Ephesians 3:15-17). 
Peter’s prayer (1 Peter 5:10). 


. Strength in Weakness and Difficulties 


l. 


God has chosen weak things to confound the mighty 
(1 Corinthians 1:26-29). 


God’s strength is made perfect in our weakness 
(2 Corinthians 12:9,10). 


In weakness made strong (Hebrews 11:33,34). 
In Him we live and move (Acts 17:27,28). 
“I can do all things...” (Philippians 4:13). 
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Introduction 
1. This is an awesome fact. 
2. God is just and requires strict obedience (Genesis 3). 
A. God the Judge of all the Earth 
1. Abraham so referred to God (Genesis 18:25). 
2. God is judge of all (Hebrews 12:23). 


3. “God judges the righteous and He is angry with the 
wicked everyday” (Psalm 7:11). 


4. His judgment is righteous (Romans 2:5). 
We are to judge righteously (John 7:24). 


“Faithful and True” judges righteously 
(Revelation 19:11). 


7. He judges uprightly (Psalm 75:2). 
B. God Will Judge Through Christ 

1. Paul stated this on Mars Hill (Acts 17:30,31). 

2. We must all stand before Christ (Romans 14:12). 
3. The individuality of the judgment (Romans 14:12). 
4 


We must give account for deeds done in the body 
(2 Corinthians 5:10). 
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5. Jesus will judge by the word (John 12:48). 


6. He did not come the first time to judge but to save 


(John 12:47). 


C. The Certainty of the Judgment 


l. 


The ungodly shall not stand (pass the test) in the 
judgment (Psalm 1:5,6). 


God will bring us to judgment (Ecclesiastes 11:9). 


Every secret thing will be brought into judgment 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13,14). 


Every knee shall bow and every tongue will confess 
(Romans 14:11,12). 


It is God’s appointment (Hebrews 9:27; Acts 17:31). 
Jesus will judge by the word (John 12:48). 
It will be inclusive (Revelation 20:12-15). 
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Introduction 


l. 
2; 


Where does forgiveness take place? 


Think of where forgiveness takes place on our part! 


A. God Is a Forgiving God 


l. 


oY oe a le 


He did not drive Adam and Eve from the garden without 
hope (Genesis 3:15). 


God so describes Himself (Exodus 34:6,7). 
Complete cleansing (Isaiah 1:16-19). 
God blots out sins (Isaiah 43:25). 


Forgiveness is complete under the new covenant 
(Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 8:8-12). 


B. Only God Can Forgive 


l. 


Our text, though said by the Scribes and Pharisees, was a 
statement of truth. 


Jesus stated this principle (Matthew 19:26). | 
The wages of sin (Romans 6:23). 


God is just and could not consistently forgive sin without 
someone paying the penalty. 


This motivated God to give His Son (John 3:16). 
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6. God could not die, so Christ had to come as a man to die 
(Philippians 2:5-8). 


7. He tasted death for every man (Hebrews 2:9). 


God’s love is amazing (1 John 3:16; 4:16-21; 
Romans 5:8-10). 


C. God Is Impartial (Romans 2:11; Acts 10:34,35) 

1. He has declared all under sin (Romans 3:23). 

2. A common Savior is provided for all (John 3:16). 
3. All are invited (Matthew 11:28). 
4 


The same conditions of pardon are for all (Acts 2:38; 
17:30; 15:9). 


There is one standard of conduct (1 Timothy 3:16). 


zá 


There is one common church for all (Galatians 3:26-29). 


Same manner of judging (Romans 14:12; 
Revelation 20:12). 
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Introduction 
1. Man should be extremely careful in saying “Thou Fool” 
(Matthew 5:22). 
2. If God calls one a fool, he is a fool. 
3. Answer, or not to answer, a fool according to his folly 


(Proverbs 26:4,5). 


A. Kinds of Fools 


l. 


oe ae A e ee ue 


8. 


Atheistic fools (Psalm 14:1; 53:1). 

Egotistical fool (Romans 1:22; Proverbs 12:15). 
The rich fool of our text (Luke 12:15-20). 
Prating fool (Proverbs 10:8; Matthew 12:36,37). 
Meddling fool (Proverbs 15:5). 

Rebellious fool (Proverbs 15:5). 

The foolish wise (Proverbs 17:28). 

Be a fool to be wise (1 Corinthians 3:18,19). 


B. Examples of Foolish (Unwise) Conduct 


k; 
2: 


The foolish builder (Matthew 7:26,27). 
Foolish virgins (Matthew 25:1-13). 
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5. 
6. 


God has made foolish the wisdom of the wise 
(1 Corinthians 1:20). 


He has chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise (1 Corinthians 1:27). 


The foolish Galatians (Galatians 3:1-3). 
Those who desire to be rich (1 Timothy 6:9). 


C. The Wisdom of the Wise 


l; 


2 
3 
4. 
5 


The wise man builds on the rock (Matthew 7:24,25). 
The wise Master builder (1 Corinthians 3:10,11). 
The wise doer (James 1:22-25). 

The wise understand God’s will (Ephesians 5:17). 


The wise win souls (Proverbs 11:30). 
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Introduction 


l. 
2; 


The heart includes mind, emotions and conscience. 


Our thought should be controlled by Christ 
(2 Corinthians 10:5). 


A. God Knows All 


l. 


P R A 


7. 


God knows what we do (Psalm 139:1-3). 

He knows what we think (Psalm 139:4,23,24). 
Jesus knew their thoughts (Matthew 9:4; Luke 11:17). 
Jesus knew what was in man (John 2:24,25). 

God knew man’s heart before the flood (Genesis 6:5). 
God looks on the heart (1 Samuel 16:7). 

Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:3). 


B. Keeping our Hearts 


l. 
2. 
3. 


With diligence (Proverbs 4:23). 
Apply our hearts (Proverbs 22:17). 


Apply thy heart to wisdom and understanding 
(Proverbs 2:1,2). 
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4. The proud doer and the strengthened heart 
(Psalm 31:23,24). 


Avoid high look and a proud heart (Psalm 101:5). 


6. Avoid heart that deviseth wicked imagination 
(Proverbs 6:16-19). 


7. God resists the proud (James 4:5,6; 1 Peter 5:5). 
8. Therefore, submit yourselves (James 4:7). 

9. Then draw nigh to God (James 4:8). 

10. Humble yourselves (1 Peter 5:6). 


. All Obedience Must Be From the Heart 


1. Obey from the heart (Romans 6:16-18). 

2. Serve with a complete heart (1 Chronicles 28:9). 
3. Serve with humility of mind (Acts 20:19). 
4 


Praise the Lord with the whole heart (Psalm 9:1; 111:1; 
119:10). 


Seek Him with the whole heart (Psalm 119:2). 

Observe God’s law with the whole heart (Psalm 119:34). 
Pray with the whole heart (Psalm 119:145). 

Where your treasure is (Matthew 6:21). 


oo a ey. A 
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Introduction 
1. Jesus was the only begotten Son of God in a physical 
sense (John 3:16). 
2. We may be begotten of God spiritually. 
A. Born of God Is Born Again 
1. The new birth is a must (John 3:3-7). 
2. We are begotten of the will of God through the word 
(James 1:18,21). 
3. We are begotten by the word (1 Peter 1:22,23). 
4. We are begotten when we believe (1 John 5:1). 
5. The believer has the power to become (John 1:12). 
6. Wecome forth into new life in baptism (Romans 6:3,4). 
7. So we are children of God (Galatians 3:26,27). 
B. Regeneration Is to Be Born Again 
1. We are now in the period of regeneration 
(Matthew 19:28). 
2. The washing of regeneration (Titus 3:5). 
Compare Titus 3:5 and Acts 2:38. 
4. We are quickened by the word (Psalm 119:50). 
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5. 
6. 
T: 


The Ephesians were quickened (Ephesians 2:1-5). 
What the Ephesians had done (Acts 19:1-7). 
Description of the church (Ephesians 5:22-27). 


C. New Creature 


l. 


E o ge, oe 


Who are new creatures (2 Corinthians 5:17)? 
What avails (Galatians 6:15)? 

A working faith avails (Galatians 5:6). 
Newness of life (Romans 6:3,4). 

The new man (Ephesians 4:24-27). 


Put off the old man and put on the new (Colossians 3:9- 
14). 
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Lesson 10 








Introduction 


1. There are many ways God has revealed things in time 
past (Hebrews 1:1,2). 


2. We must stay within the revealed word 
(Deuteronomy 29:29). 


A. Circumstance of Our Text 


1. Cornelius was sending for Peter. God gave him visions 
on the house top (Acts 10:10-18). 


The Spirit told Peter to go with the men (Acts 10:19,20). 
Their description of Cornelius (Acts 10:22). 

Note how Cornelius greeted Peter (Acts 10:25,26). 

Our text and title is next (Acts 10:28,29). 


oh. ae: ee iS 


Why did Cornelius send for Peter 
(Acts 10:6,22,29,32,33; 11:13,14)? 


B. He Hath Showed Thee (Micah 6:6-8) 
1. Can we substitute for God’s command (v. 6,7)? 
2. Three requirements of the Lord: 
a. Do justly. 
b. Love mercy. Be like God (Titus 3:5). 
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C. 


Walk humbly with thy God (Micah 6:8). 


3. Moses — “What does the Lord require?” 
(Deuteronomy 10:12,13). 


a. 
b. 
G: 
d. 


e. 


Fear the Lord (Ecclesiastes 12:13). 
Walk in His ways (Isaiah 35:8). 
Love Him (Matthew 22:37). 

Serve Him (Acts 20:19,20). 


Keep His commandments, “for thy good”. 


C. “Who Walks With God?” 

The humble (James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5). 

Those who love mercy (Matthew 23:22,23). 
Walk in the light (1 John 1:5-7). 

Abide in the doctrine (2 John 9). 


Keep His commandments (Revelation 22:14). 


O Se eS 


God showed Peter that He is no respecter of 
persons (Acts 10:34,35). 
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Introduction 


1. God does not have to declare Himself faithful, He 
continually demonstrates it. 


2. He is described (Deuteronomy 7:9). 
A. The Faithful God (Deuteronomy 7:9) 
1. God kept His promise to Abraham (Joshua 21:43-45). 
2. God kept His promise to Israel (Joshua 23:14). 
3. Not one word failed (1 Kings 8:56-58). 
4. Faithfulness in all generations (Psalm 89:1). 
5 


God gave them all the land He promised to the fathers 
(Joshua 21:43-45). 


6. Not one thing failed of all that God promised 
(Joshua 23:14). 


7. The Lord is faithful (Isaiah 49:7; 1 John 1:9). 
B. God Is Faithful in Our Trials and Temptations 
1. A warning (1 Corinthians 10:12). 
2. Temptation is common (1 Corinthians 10:13). 
3. God will not allow us to be tempted beyond our strength 
(1 Corinthians 10:13). 
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4. God provides a way of escape, we may not take 
(1 Corinthians 10:13). 


5. The Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of 
temptation (2 Peter 2:9). 


God is faithful who called us (1 Corinthians 1:9). 
God is not slack in His promise (2 Peter 3:9). 


8. Our unbelief does not make God unfaithful 
(Romans 3:3). 


. To Be Like God Man Must Be Faithful 


All Christians must be faithful (Ephesians 1:1). 

As stewards (1 Corinthians 4:1,2). 

It is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22,23). 

To be like Christ we must be faithful (Hebrews 3:2). 
Those with Christ in victory (Revelation 17:14). 
Faithful men teach others (2 Timothy 2:2). 

Elders’ wives must also be faithful (1 Timothy 3:11). 
“Be thou faithful unto death” (Revelation 2:10b). 


ot Se ee ae A 
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Lesson 12 





Introduction 


l. 
A 


Peace should be desired by all. 
“Seek peace and pursue it” (1 Peter 3:10-12). 


A. The Christian Life Is a Calling 


l. 


Ae ot ea a a 


7. 


Walk worthy (in harmony) of the vocation wherewith we 
are called (Ephesians 4:1). 


The attitude of this walk (Ephesians 4:2,3). 

It is a holy calling (2 Timothy 1:9,10). 

It is a Heavenly calling (Hebrews 3:1,2). 

It is a high calling (Philippians 3:13,14). 

He has called us to eternal glory (1 Peter 5:10). 
Make your calling and election sure (2 Peter 1:5-11). 


B. How We Are Called 


l. 
2: 
3. 


The Lord calls (Acts 2:38,39). 
The common people are called (1 Corinthians 1:26). 
Who responds to the call (John 6:44,45). 
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God has called us through His word 
(1 Thessalonians 2:12,13). 


We are called by the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:13,14). 
The gospel must be obeyed (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). 


We are begotten through the gospel (1 Corinthians 4:15; 
James 1:18). 


Those who are called by the gospel are to live by faith 
(Romans 1:16,17). 


. God Has Called Us to Peace 
1. 


This statement is in 1 Corinthians 7:15b. This expression 
follows the statement of unbelieving companion leaving 
the believer — the believer is to be at peace. 


We are to be peace makers (Matthew 5:9). 
We are to be at peace with God (Romans 5:1,2). 


We are to be at peace with ourselves 
(1 Thessalonians 5:13; Mark 9:50). 


Live peacefully with all men, in as much as possible 
(Romans 12:18). 


This was enjoined on the Hebrew Christians 
(Hebrews 12:14). 


Christ is our peace (Ephesians 2:13-16). 
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Lesson 13 





Introduction 
1. The earth is the Lord’s (Psalm 24:1; 50:10). 
2. We must be rich toward God (Luke 12:21). 
A. Riches of His Grace 
1. Redemption is according to the riches of His grace 
(Ephesians 1:7). 
2. The riches of His grace through Christ (Ephesians 2:7). 
3. His grace is abundant (1 Thessalonians 1:14). 
4. God’s grace was available in Noah’s day (Genesis 6:8). 
5. God shall supply all your needs (Philippians 4:19). 
6. God’s grace is sufficient in time of need and difficulties 
(2 Corinthians 12:7-10). 
7. We have access to His grace (Romans 4:16; 5:1-3). 
B. Riches of His Mercy 
1. God’s strength and abundant riches (Psalm 52:7). 
2. He makes known His riches of glory on vessels of mercy 
(Romans 9:23; Ephesians 2:4). 
3. The Lord’s mercy is from everlasting to everlasting 


(Psalm 103:17). 
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His mercy is boundless (Psalm 108:4). 

His mercy is great (1 Peter 1:3). 

His mercy is tender (Luke 1:78; Philippians 2:1). 
He offers mercy to all (Romans 11:32). 

Mercy on our part is important (Matthew 23:23). 


We are blessed as we show mercy (Matthew 5:7). 


. The Unsearchable Riches 
1. 
2 


Preaching the unsearchable riches (Ephesians 3:8,9). 


Christ became poor that we might be rich 
(2 Corinthians 8:9). 


True riches cannot be bought with money (Isaiah 55:1,2). 
Buy the truth (Proverbs 23:23; John 8:32). 
True riches are locked up in Christ. 

a. Salvation (2 Timothy 2:10). 

b. Redemption (Colossians 1:14). 

c. No condemnation (Romans 8:1). 


d. Eternal life (1 John 5:11). 
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Lesson 1 





Introduction 


l. 


2: 


We can know by sight, deduction from evidence (faith) 
(Hebrews 11:1). 


We will be responsible for what we can and do know. 


A. We Can Know the Truth 


1. 
2: 
3. 


4. 


“Ye shall know the truth...” (John 8:31,32). 
All can know if we desire (John 7:17). 


Knowing the truth calls for us to obey it 
(1 Peter 1:22,23). 


We can know we are of the truth (1 John 3:18,19). 


B. We Can Know the Plan of Salvation 


1. 
2. 
3. 


It is as simple as 2 + 2 = 4 (Mark 16:16). 
We can know that baptism saves (1 Peter 3:21). 
We can know that we know Him (1 John 2:3-5). 


C. We Know That God Hears Not Sinners (John 9:24,31) 


l. 


How could the former blind man have known this 
(Proverbs 28:9; 15:8; 1:26-28; Psalm 66:19)? 


We can know He hears (1 John 5:14,15). 


Other New Testament passages (1 Peter 3:12; 
1 John 3:22). 
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D. We Can Know There Is One Church 
1. Christ built one (Matthew 16:18,19). 
2. He purchased one (Acts 20:28). 


3. There is but one (Ephesians 1:22,23; 4:4; 
1 Corinthians 12:20). 


4. He adds to one (Acts 2:47). 

5. He saves one (Ephesians 5:23). 
E. We Can Know How to Live 

1. Walk in newness of life (Romans 6:3-6,12). 

2. Live soberly, righteously and godly (Titus 2:11-14). 

3. Set your affections on things above (Colossians 3:1-3). 
F. We Can Know We Must Die 

1. Itis so appointed (Hebrews 9:27). 

2. The living know this (Ecclesiastes 9:5). 

3. Itis the way of all the earth (1 Kings 2:1-4). 


G. We Can Know We Shall Face the Judgment 
(Hebrews 9:27) 


1. God has appointed a day (Acts 17:30,31). 

2. All will be judged (2 Corinthians 5:10). 

3. Secrets will be judged (Ecclesiastes 12:13,14). 
4 


We will be judged by the word (John 12:48; 
Revelation 20:12-15). 
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Introduction 


l. 


The assurances of this book should encourage us. 


2. Some think we “can’t know anything for certain”, others 
seem to think they know everything. 


A. Introduction to First John 
Written by John probably 90 A.D. 
Compare John’s writing (John 1:1-4; 1 John 1:1-3). 


l; 
2: 
3: 


The design of the epistle: 


a. 


To strengthen their faith (1 John 1:4; 5:13; 
John 20:31). 


Gnostics (false teachers) were trying to invade the 
church. One group of them taught Jesus had not 
come in the flesh, denying the humanity of Jesus, the 
other said Jesus was man and deity came on Him at 
His baptism and left Him at the cross. 


This was answered. Jesus did come (1 John 1:1,2; 
4:1-3). 

Gnostics claimed to know God in a special way so as 
not to sin (1 John 1:7-10). The Gnostics said their 
special knowledge saved them though they sinned 


(1 John 3:8,9). (Some today say flesh sins, but not 
the spirit.) * 
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B. We Can Know God 


l. 


3. 
4. 


We know Him if we keep His commandments 
(1 John 2:3). 


Some profess to know God but in action deny Him 
(Titus 1:16). 


To know God is eternal life (John 17:3). 


“We do know that we know Him...” 


C. There Is no Substitute for Obedience 


l. 
2; 


Obedience is better than sacrifice (1 Samuel 15:22). 


Noah is a wonderful example (Genesis 6:22; 
Hebrews 11:7). 


Obedience is a must (Hebrews 5:8,9; Philippians 2:5-8). 
Must obey from the heart (Romans 6:16-18). 


The gospel is preached so men could obey 
(Romans 16:26). 


Doing God’s will is essential (Matthew 7:21-27). 


We must hear and do. (James 1:22-25; 
Revelation 22:14). 


We purify our souls (1 Peter 1:22,23). 


* A prominent denominational preacher, in a tract entitled, 


“Do a Christian’s Sins Damn His Soul?” wrote: 


“We take the 


position that a Christian’s sins do not damn his soul. The way a 
Christian lives, what he says, his character, his conduct, or his 
attitude toward other people have nothing whatever to do with 
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the salvation of his soul...All the prayers a man may pray, all the 
Bibles he may read, all the churches he may belong to, all the ser- 
vices he may attend, all the sermons he may practice, all the debts 
he may pay, all the ordinances he may observe, all the laws he 
may keep, all the benevolent acts he may perform will not make 
his soul one whit safer; and all the sins he may commit from idol- 
atry to murder will not make his soul in any more danger...The 
way a man lives has nothing whatsoever to do with the salvation 
of his soul.” 
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Lesson 3 








an: Ones 


I Seka 2:5 


Introduction 
1. We are new creatures in Him (2 Corinthians 5:17). 
2. This emphasizes keeping commands (1 John 2:5). 
A. Their Initial Entrance 


1. We enter by believing and being baptized 
(Galatians 3:26,27). 


2. Baptized into Christ and His death (Romans 6:3,4). 
Salvation in Christ (2 Timothy 2:10). 


4. Weare in the body (Ephesians 5:23; 
1 Corinthians 12:13). 


5. We must enter Him and then abide in Him 
(John 15:4,5). 


B. We Can Know We Are In Him 


1. To know we are in Him we must know we have obeyed 
(Galatians 3:26,27). 


2. To know we are currently in Him is in our obeying the 
commands (1 John 2:5). 
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3. We have God’s love perfected in us (1 John 2:5b). 
This is the love of God (1 John 5:3). 


b. “If you love me keep my commandments” 
(John 14:15). 


c. “Ye are my friends...” (John 15:14). 
d. “If you keep my commands...” (John 15:9,10). 


4. We can know we are in Him if we can know we keep His 
commands. 


C. How We Should Walk 
1. As Christ walked (1 John 2:6). 
2. As we receive Him (Colossians 2:6,7). 
3. Walk in the light (1 John 1:7). 
4. Walk by faith (2 Corinthians 5:7). 
5 


Walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit 
(Romans 8:1-4). 


D 


We are righteous as we do righteousness (1 John 3:7). 


Righteousness is walking in all the commandments of 
God (Luke 1:6). 
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Lesson 4 





Introduction 


l. 
2, 


What a privilege to be a child of God (1 John 3:1,2)! 
Picture the child of God as adopted. 


A. Abiding in Him 


1. Let truth abide in us (1 John 2:24). 
2. We must be taught to abide (1 John 2:27). 
3. Abide in him “now” and be not ashamed (1 John 2:28). 
4. Hein us and we in Him (John 15:4,5). 
5. We must abide in the doctrine (2 John 9). 
B. God Is Righteous 
1. Abraham, “Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?” 
(Genesis 18:25). 
2. God is just and righteous (Deuteronomy 32:4). 
3. Lord is righteous and loves righteousness (Psalm 11:7). 
4. He is a righteous judge (2 Timothy 4:8). 
5. He knows the way of the righteous (Psalm 1:6). 
6. The righteousness of God is made known in the gospel 


(Romans 1:16,17). 
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7. We will receive according to righteousness 
(1 Kings 8:32). 


8. We are acceptable to God if we are righteous 
(Acts 10:34,35). 


9. Weare to so live (Titus 2:11,12). 
C. We Can Know We Are Born Of God 
1. How we are born of God: 
a. We are begotten by the word (James 1:18). 
b. We are begotten when we believe (1 John 5:1 ASV). 
c. Wecome forth from baptism (Romans 6:3,4). 


d. Born of water and spirit (John 3:3-5; 
Galatians 3:26,27). 


2. How we evidence the new birth: 
a. New creature (2 Corinthians 5:17). 
b. We must act like our Father (1 John 2:29). 
c. Walk as children of light (Ephesians 5:6-11). 
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Lesson 5 








Introduction 
1. We will be like Him in the next life (Romans 8:29). 


2. We have a physical body now, then a spiritual body 
(1 Corinthians 15:42:44). 


A. We Are to Conform to the Image of Christ 
1. We are to have the spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9). 
2. Conforming to the image of Christ (Romans 8:29). 
a. Predestinated and foreordained to this. 
b. We are so called (Romans 8:30). 
c. The called are justified (v. 30a). 
d. The justified are glorified (v. 30b; Hebrews 2:9,10). 
3. Christ the first born of many brethren (Romans 8:29b). 
a. We are children of God (Galatians 3:26,27). 
b. We are joint-heirs with him (Romans 8:17). 
B. To Be Like Him Then We Must Be Like Him Now 
1. We must have the mind of Christ (Philippians 2:5-10). 
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2. We must be like Him in these qualities: 


a. 
b. 


C. 


d. 


e. 


f. 


Obedience (Hebrews 5:8,9). 

Prayer (Mark 1:35; 1 Thessalonians 5:17). 
First things first (Luke 2:48,49; Matthew 6:33). 
Love our enemies (Matthew 5:44; Luke 23:34). 


Going to God’s house (Luke 4:16; 
Hebrews 10:23-25). 


Courage (Matthew 23:1-11; Ephesians 6:10-13). 


C. We Should Be Satisfied in His Likeness 
1. David’s prayer (Psalm 17:15). 
2. This is the implication of our text. 


We should be like Christ if we have this hope 
(1 John 3:3). 


4. We shall be glorified with him (Romans 8:17b). 
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Lesson 6 





Introduction 
1. He came to seek and save (Luke 19:10). 
2. Christ came to save (1 Timothy 1:15). 
A. He Came to Take Away Sin (1 John 3:5,8) 
1. He shall save His people from sin (Matthew 1:21). 
2. The lamb of God (John 1:29). 
3. He came to die (Hebrews 2:9). 
4. By His own blood He atoned for sin (Hebrews 9:12-14). 
5. He offered one sacrifice for all time (Hebrews 10:12). 
6. He became the propitiation for all (1 John 2:1,2). 
7. He gave Himself for us all (Titus 2:11-14). 
8. He came “for this cause” (John 12:26-28). 
9. Christ died for the ungodly (Romans 5:6-9). 
10. God sent His own Son (Romans 8:1-4). 
B. He Sinned Not (in Him Is No Sin) 
1. No unrighteousness in Him (John 7:18,19). 
2. No one could convict Him of sin (John 8:45,46). 
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He knew no sin (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

He was tempted but did not sin (Hebrews 4:15). 
Holy, harmless and undefiled (Hebrews 7:26). 
He did no sin (1 Peter 2:21-23). 

The thief recognized His goodness (Luke 23:41). 
Isaiah prophesied this (Isaiah 53:9). 


. Those Who Abide in Him Sin Not (v. 6-10) 


l. 


It follows that if Christ sinned not, then His followers 
should abstain from sin. 


To abide suggests to settle down as in one’s permanent 
home. That is whosoever keeps on abiding in Him 
sinneth not, e.g, does not keep on sinning. 


One cannot be righteous without doing righteousness 
(v. 7; cf Acts 10:34,35). 


He that doeth (practices) sin is of the devil (v. 8; 
Romans 6:12-14). 


He cannot sin, e.g. practice, because he is begotten of 
God and the seed (word) keeps him from it (v. 9). 


This does not mean he cannot commit a single act of sin 
for this would contradict 1 John 1:8-2:2. 


You can tell the children of God from the children of the 
Devil (v. 10; John 8:44). 
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Lesson 7 





Introduction 
1. We are alive to God (Romans 6:8-11). 
2. We are new creatures (2 Corinthians 5:17). 
A. Marvel Not if the World Hate You (1 John 3:13) 
1. Jesus said it well (John 15:17-19). 
2. Why the world hates us (John 17:12-16). 
3. Weare told not to love the world (1 John 2:15-17). 
4. The world hates the good (2 Timothy 3:1-7). Today the 
Bible believers are held up for ridicule by the media, 
ACLU, movies; no Bible reading or prayer in school, etc. 
5. Remember “greater is He that is in you...” 


(1 John 4:4-6). 


B. We Love the Brethren (1 John 3:14) 


l. 
2. 


The world shall so know us (John 13:34,35). 


If we love the Lord we keep His words (John 14:15, 
21,23,24). 


Love is commanded (John 15:17). 


Walk in love (Ephesians 5:1,2). 
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5. “Let brotherly love continue” (Hebrews 13:1). 
C. Hereby Know We Love (1 John 3:18,19) 


1. This is the degree and strength of love, that we lay down 
our lives for the brethren (1 John 3:16). 


Jesus taught this (John 15:12-14). 

Love must be active (1 John 3:17,18). 

Love of God demands love of brethren (1 John 4:16-21). 
Why should we love each other (1 John 5:1,2)? 

We are so taught of God (1 Thessalonians 4:9). 
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Priscilla and Aquila are examples (Romans 16:3,4). 
D. We Know We Are of the Truth (1 John 3:19-24) 
1. Those who are of the truth hear Christ (John 18:37,38). 
2. What is truth (John 17:17)? 
3. “Ye shall know the truth...” (John 8:32-36). 
4 


We are saved when we obey the truth (1 Peter 1:22,23; 
Romans 6:17,18). 


This assures our hearts before God (1 John 3:20,21). 
Our prayers are therefore heard (1 John 3:22). 
7. We abide in Him (1 John 3:23,24). 


A 
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Lesson 8 













Introduction 
1. What a privilege, fellowship with God (1 John 1:3,4). 
2. Weare called into His fellowship (1 Corinthians 1:9). 
3. Sin separates from God (Isaiah 59:1,2). 

A. The Obedient Abide in Him 
1. Keeping His commandments is essential (v. 24a). 


2. Remember, we know God by keeping His commands 
(1 John 2:3-5). 


3. “Ifa man loves Me he will keep My words” 
(John 14:23). 


4. We show our love for God by this means (1 John 5:3). 
Prayers are answered on this basis (1 John 3:22). 


6. Only the obedient enter heaven (Hebrews 5:8,9; 
Revelation 22:14). 


B. We Can Know He Abides in Us 
1. We know this by the Spirit He gave us (v. 24b). 
2. The Spirit revealed the word (1 Corinthians 2:13). 
3. The fact of the indwelling of the Spirit is often affirmed 
(Romans 8:9-11; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19,20). 
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8. 
. We Know We Dwell in Him 


Se a Se, a 


He gives His Spirit to those who obey (Acts 5:32; 
Galatians 4:6). 


Christ dwells in us (Ephesians 3:17). 


This text shows that God dwells in us but does not tell 
just how. 


If we keep Christ’s word God will take up His abode with 
us (John 14:23 ARV). 


Christ in us, the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27). 


He is in us and we know He dwells in us (1 John 4:13). 
If we live by Him, He dwells in us (John 6:53-57). 
“Abide in Me and I in you” (John 15:4-7). 

We must abide in His doctrine (2 John 9). 

In Christ we are the temple of God (Ephesians 2:21,22). 
Our life is hid with Christ in God (Colossians 3:1-3). 
Christ is all and in all (Colossians 3:10,11). 
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Lesson 9 





I Seka 4:1-6 


Introduction 
1. Weare to test teachers/preachers (1 John 4:1). 
2. Remember the Bereans (Acts 17:11,12). 
A. Know the Spirit of God 
1. “Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus is come in the 
flesh is of God” (v. 2a). This answers certain Gnostics 
that denied humanity of Jesus. 
2. Peter’s confession (Matthew 16:16,17). 
3. No man can curse Jesus or say that He is in the Lord but 
by the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:3). 
4. The only way that we know that Jesus is Lord is by the 
revelation of the Spirit. 
5. Only the Spirit revealed the things of God 
(1 Corinthians 2:11-13). 
6. No doubt, some there had the miraculous gifts of the 


Spirit (cf Acts 8:17,18; 1 John 2:20-24). 
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B. The Spirit of the Anti-Christ 


L. 


John is the only Biblical writer who mentions the 
anti-christ. 


This suggests one who replaces Christ or is against Him. 


The spirit of the anti-christ confesses not that Christ has 
come in the flesh (v. 3). 


He was already in the world then (1 John 2:18). 
There are many anti-christs in the last hour (age). 


Jesus warned that in the apostles’ lifetime many would 
come saying, “I am Christ” (Matthew 24:5,24). 


The son of perdition opposed Christ 
(2 Thessalonians 2:3,4). 


These went out from the brethren because they were not 
of them (1 John 2:19). 


C. But You Are of God 


l. 
2. 


This suggests they were God’s children. 


They had overcome false teachings in becoming God’s 
children (1 John 5:4). 


Greater is He that is in you, that is God, than he that is in 
the world, e.g. Satan (Galatians 3:26,27; John 8:44-47). 


Those who know God hear John and have fellowship 
with Him (v. 6; cf 1 Corinthians 14:37). 


Try the spirits; we know the spirit of truth and the 
spirit of error (v. 6b). 
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Lesson 10 





Introduction 


1. We are begotten by the word (James 1:18; 
1 Peter 1:22,23). 


2. Children of God (Galatians 3:26,27). 
A. He Who Loves God Loves His Brother Also 
1. Tied to the fact that God is love (1 John 4:16,17). 


2. Just as we show our faith by service so we show our love 
by service (James 2:14-16,22; 1 John 4:17). 


3. There is no fear in perfected love (1 John 4:18). 
4. Weare unafraid in judgment (Matthew 25:34-41). 
5. We love because He first loved us (1 John 4:19). 
6. We cannot love God and hate our brother (1 John 4:20). 
7. This is commanded (1 John 4:21; John 13:34,35). 
B. How Do We Know We Love the Brethren 


1. Who is my brother? One who has God for his father 
(1 John 5:1a). 


2. If we love Him that begat us, we love those that are 
begotten of Him (v. 1b). 
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We know we love the brethren when we love God and do 
His commandments (v. 2). 


Keeping His commandments is proof of our love for God 
(v. 3). 


Jesus taught this principle (John 14:15,21-24). 


The Corinthians could prove their love by giving 
(2 Corinthians 8:8). 


Jesus said, “He that hates Me hates the Father” 
(John 15:23). 


. Who Overcomes the World (1 John 5:4,5) 


1 
2 
3. 
4 


The child of God and by faith (v. 4). 
We must not love the world (1 John 2:15-17). 
Here faith is fixed on Jesus as the Son of God. 


Since God is in us by our being begotten of Him, 
“greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world” 
(1 John 4:4). 


Note the contrast between us and the world 
(1 John 5:19). 


He that is the friend of the world is the enemy of God 
(James 4:4). 
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Introduction 
1. Eternal or everlasting life is more of a New Testament 
theme than an Old Testament one. 
2. Jesus is the source and manifestation of this life 
(John 1:1-4; 1 John 1:1-4). 
3. John writes more on eternal life than all other New 
Testament writers combined. 
4. Daniel wrote of everlasting life (Daniel 12:2). 
A. What Is Eternal Life 
1. An endless state of bliss (Luke 20:36; Revelation 21). 
2. To know God (John 17:1-3). 
3. A gift of God (Romans 6:23). 
4. Eternal life is with the Father (1 John 1:2-4). 
5. His commandment is life everlasting (John 12:25,49,50). 
6. The words of eternal life (John 5:39,40; 6:68). 


Lesson 11 





B. The Christian Has Life (not Eternally) 


l. 


He that has the Son has life (1 John 5:12). 
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2. Those who are new creatures (2 Corinthians 5:17). 


3. Raised from baptism to a new life (Romans 6:3,4; 
Colossians 3:1-4). 


4. A life of faith and Christ living in us (Galatians 2:20). 
We are to do righteousness (Acts 10:34,35; 1 John 2:29). 


Godliness and the life that now is and that which is to 
come (1 Timothy 4:8; 2 Timothy 1:10). 


C. We Can Know We Have Eternal Life (1 John 5:11-13) 
1. Who will receive it? 
a. Believers (John 3:15,16; 5:24). 
b. Obedient (John 3:36 ASV). 
Followers of Christ (John 10:27,28). 
The righteous (Romans 5:21; 1 John 2:29; 3:7). 


e. Those who fight the good fight of faith 
(1 Timothy 6:12). 


2. How do we know we have life eternal? 
a. In hope (Titus 1:3; 3:7; Romans 8:24,25). 
b. In promise (1 John 2:25). 
c. In prospect (Galatians 6:7,8). 
d. In anticipation (Jude 21; Titus 2:11-14). 


T 
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3. In the world to come. 
a. After the resurrection (Daniel 12:2). 


b. In the world to come (Mark 10:30). 
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The crown of life after death (2 Timothy 4:7,8). 
d. When Jesus comes (1 Peter 5:4). 


e. Do all of life to lay hold on eternal life 
(1 Timothy 6:17-19). 


4. John wrote that we might know we have eternal life 
(1 John 5:13). 
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Lesson 12 





Introduction 


1. Prayer is both a privilege and a command. 


2. Pray continually (Luke 18:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; 
Romans 12:12). 


3. Prayer is not to inform God (Matthew 6:31-33). 


A. Some Thoughts on Prayer 


1. Great men were prayerful: Abraham, Moses, 
David, Daniel, Paul. 


2. Jesus prayed early and late (Mark 1:35; Luke 6:12,13). 
3. We should pray for daily needs (Matthew 6:11). 
4. We should pray for: 


a. 
b. 


C. 


= 


Help and forgiveness (Matthew 6:12,13). 
God’s will to be done (Matthew 6:9,10). 
For enemies (Matthew 5:44). 

For the sick (James 5:13,14). 


For preacher and the Lord’s work 
(1 Thessalonians 5:25; 2 Thessalonians 3:1). 


For rulers (1 Timothy 2:1-3). 
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B. Conditions of Acceptable Prayer 


l. 


A E et S N ee a 


Child of God. 

In Christ’s name (John 14:13; 15:16; 16:23-26). 
In faith (Matthew 21:22; James 1:6,7). 
Unselfishly (James 4:3). 

Keeping His commandments (1 John 3:22). 
According to God’s will (1 John 5:16,17). 
Earnestly and fervently (James 5:16,17). 

A forgiving attitude (Matthew 6:14,15). 

With clean hands (1 Timothy 2:8). 


10. With a pure heart (Psalm 66:18-20). 
C. When God Says Stop Praying 


l. 


Moses and Miriam’s leprosy (Numbers 12:14). 
a. “Heal her now.” God said, “I have a law.” 


b. God would not make an exception for His own 
lawgiver. 


Joshua, when sin was present (Joshua 7:6-10). 


a. We need to rid ourselves of sin so we can pray 
(Proverbs 28:9; John 9:31; 1 Peter 3:12). 


b. Simon was to repent, then pray (Acts 8:22). 
Cornelius (Acts 10). 
a. As he prayed there was something more he needed 


(Acts 11:13,14). 
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b. Peter’s message (Acts 10:34,35). 
4. To Saul (Acts 22:16). 
a. Prayer can never be a substitute for obedience. 


b. Prayers are heard if we obey (1 John 3:22). 
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Lesson 13 









I Sohn 5:19-21 





Introduction 
1. We can know this by observation. 


2. We therefore are not to love the world (1 John 2:1,5,6; 
2 Timothy 4:10). 


A. Evil Has Been Present Since Eden 
1. Flood was brought on by evil (Genesis 6:5-8). 
2. Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18:20-22). 
3. Israel’s sin (Numbers 25:1-5,9; 1 Corinthians 10:5-8). 
4. The Gentiles of Paul’s day (Romans 1:18-32). 
5. The Corinthian picture (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). 
B. The Devil Is the Prince of This World 
1. The god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:3,4). 
2. He is prince of the disobedient (Ephesians 2: 1-3). 
3. He seeks to destroy us (1 Peter 5:8). 
4. Heis the accuser of our brethren (Revelation 12:7-12). 
5 


He comes to the assembly (Job 1:6). 
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6. 


7. 


He is a liar (John 8:44). He promises all but gives 
nothing! 


Evil men shall wax worse (2 Timothy 3:13). 


C. This Present Evil World 


l; 


4. 


Some outstanding evils of our time: 


a. Murder of babies approved by highest office and 
highest court. 


b. Homosexuality also approved. 
c. Crime growing at alarming rate. 
d. Punishment for crime is non-existent almost. 


Teaching of evolution is a large factor — if a man is an 
animal why not act like one. 


Humanism is another factor — man is all of it — no 
thought of hereafter. 


Failure to accept and teach responsibility. 


D. Remember We Are Of God 


l. 


Those born of God are not to live lives of sin 
(1 John 3:8,9). 


Ye are of God and greater is He that is in you 
(1 John 4:4). 


Whosoever is born of God overcomes the world 
(1 John 5:4,5). 


Let everyone that names the name of Jesus depart from 
iniquity (2 Timothy 2:19; Ephesians 5:3-5). 
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Lesson 1 





Introduction 
1. Tempt may be used to mean to test (Genesis 22:1,2 KJV). 
2. Tempt may mean to entice (James 1:14). 
3. Temptation is not sinful, yielding is. 
A. Thoughts On Temptations 
1. Count it joy when tempted as a trial (James 1:2,3). 


2. While testings come from God, temptations to evil do not 
(James 1:13). 


Good comes from God (James 1:17). 
4. Temptation common to man (1 Corinthians 10:13). 


We must remember the Devil is ever ready to tempt and 
devour (1 Peter 5:8,9). 


6. Satan is called the tempter (Matthew 4:3; 
1 Thessalonians 3:5). 


7. We should not be ignorant of his devices 
(1 Chronicles 21:1; 2 Corinthians 2:11; 11:3,14). 


B. Jesus Overcame Every Temptation (Matthew 4:1-11). 


1. Tempted through lust of flesh (hunger). Notice how He 
overcame (Matthew 4:1-4). 


2. Appeal to the pride of life (Matthew 4:5-7). 
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An offer to the lust of the eyes (Matthew 4:8-11). 
The world (Satan’s domain) so appeals (1 John 2:15-17). 
The Pharisees tried to provoke Him (Luke 11:53,54). 
Tempted to forsake the cross (Matthew 27:40-43). 
He can help us (Hebrews 2:18; 4:14,15). 


. A Wall Of Protection (Stones Of The Wall) 


1 
2. 
3. 
4 


A 


Strong faith like Joseph. 
Commitment to purpose (Daniel 1:8). 
Pray (Matthew 6:9-13). 


“Abstain from every appearance of evil” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:22). 


Resist (Proverbs 1:10; James 4:7,8). 
Be alert (Matthew 26:41; 1 Peter 5:8,9). 


Remember there is a way of escape 
(1 Corinthians 10:13). 
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Lesson 2 





Introduction 


I. 


Fear that is commanded (Ecclesiastes 12:13; 
Acts 10:35). 


Fear that is forbidden (Psalm 91:5,6; Luke 12:32; 
2 Timothy 1:7). 


A. Some Fears That Are Present 


l. 


ee a ee ae a 


L 


Failure (Matthew 25:25). 

The unknown future (Matthew 6:34). 

Fear of responsibility (Luke 5:10). 

Some fear old age (Proverbs 16:31; 20:29). 

Some fear insecurity (James 1:17; Philippians 4:19). 
Some fear men (Matthew 10:28). 

Fear of death (Hebrews 9:27; 2:14,15). 


B. The Paralyzing Effect of Fear 


l. 
2. 


Fear makes life wretched (1 Samuel 28:5,20,21). 


Fear keeps us from doing God’s will (Matthew 25:25; 
28:3,4). 


Fear renders one useless (Judges 7:3). 


Fear brings what we fear upon us (Job 3:25). Peter’s fear 
of sinking made him sink (Matthew 14:28-31). 
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5. 


Fear begets fear (Deuteronomy 20:8; Joshua 15:7,8). 


6. Fear will cause one to be lost (Revelation 21:8). 


C. How To Overcome Fear 


l; 


Remember fear is prohibited (Luke 12:4,5,31,32; 
2 Timothy 1:7). 


Put Christ in your heart (1 Peter 3:15). 


Put your trust in God (Proverbs 3:25,26; 
Hebrews 13:5,6). 


Know God is with you (Psalm 46:1,2; Hebrews 13:5,6). 


Nothing can separate us from God’s love 
(Romans 8:31-39). 


Remember God is with you (Matthew 28:19,20; 
2 John 9; Romans 8:31). 


Get forgiveness of sins for sin makes one afraid 
(Genesis 3:6-10). 


Fill your life with prayer (Luke 18:1; 
1 Thessalonians 5:17). 


*See “Heart Diseases and Their Cure”, Winkler. 
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Lesson 3 





Introduction 
1. Worry happens when concerns become cares and 
fore-thoughts become fear-thoughts. 
2. Some worry about past actions; if sinful, get forgiveness 
and don’t worry. 
3. Some worry over the inevitable. Like death, they will 
die (Hebrews 9:27) or growing old, but they must. 
4. Some worry about what will never happen. 
A. Jesus Teaches Against Worry (Matthew 6:25-34) 
1. Worry is prohibited (v. 25). 
2. God cares: feeds the birds, clothes the lilies 
(vs. 26,28,29). 
Worry is futile (v. 27). 
4. Worry shows little faith (vs. 30,31). 
Heathen seek such instead of God and His cause 
(vs. 32,33). 
6. Worry about tomorrow brings tomorrow’s clouds over 


today’s sunshine (v. 34). 
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B. Why Worry Is Sinful 
1. Disregards Christ’s command (Matthew 6:25). 


Causes us to waste time that could be better used 
(Ephesians 5:16). 


3. It impairs health (1 Corinthians 6:15-20). 
4. It robs us of joy, happiness, and peace (Philippians 4:4-6). 
5. It hinders prayers (James 1:5,6). 
6. It chokes the word (Luke 8:14). 

C. How to Overcome Worry 
1. Do your best and leave to God the rest (Philippians 4:13). 
2. Be at peace with self and God (Philippians 4:6,7). 


3. Count your blessings, you can’t worry with a positive 
attitude. 


4. Learn to live one day at a time (Matthew 6:11,34). 


Cultivate a trusting faith in God (Isaiah 26:3,4; 
Acts 27:25). 


6. Be involved in purposeful work (2 Thessalonians 3:10; 
Ephesians 4:28; Revelation 22:3). 


7. Be sure you are forgiven and that you have forgiven 
yourself (Psalm 51:12). 


8. Take it to the Lord in prayer and leave it there 
(Psalm 55:22; 1 Peter 5:7). 


* See “Heart Diseases and Their Cure”, Winkler. 
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Lesson 4 





ay 
ES 





ae 


l Jen 5:1-5 


Introduction 
1. Demas loved this present world (2 Timothy 4:10). 
2. Think of another verse (Philemon 24). 


3. The problem of worldliness was great enough to pull 
Judas from the ranks of the apostles, Demas from 
company of workers and cause Paul to be constantly alert 
(1 Corinthians 9:27). 


A. What it Means to Love the World 
1. “Lusts of the flesh” (1 John 2:16). 
a. Eve was so tempted (Genesis 3:6). 
b. Jesus was so tempted (Matthew 4:2,3). 


c. Weare to crucify lusts (Galatians 5:24; 
Titus 2:11,12). 


2. “Lust of the eyes” (1 John 2:16). 
a. Eve (Genesis 3:6). 
b. Christ (Matthew 4:5,7). 
c. Achan is an example (Joshua 7:21). 
3. “Pride (vain glory) of life” (1 John 2:16). 
a. Eve (Genesis 3:5). 
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b. Christ (Matthew 4:5,7). 


c. “Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one 
another, envying one another” (Galatians 5:26). 


4. We are to love not the world nor the things of the world. 


The world is to be destroyed (1 John 2:15-17; 
2 Peter 3:10,11). 


C. Why the Christian Should Not Love the World 


l. 


Because of what the world is: 


a. Satan is prince of this world (John 12:31; 
2 Corinthians 4:4). 


b. The whole world lies in wickedness (1 John 5:19). 
Because we are not of the world. 


a. The church is the “called out” (1 Peter 2:9; 
Colossians 1:13). 


b. The world would love its own (John 15:18,19; 
17:14-16). 


Because of what the world does to us. 

a. It drives out love for God (1 John 2:15). 

b. We cannot be its friend (James 4:4; Romans 12:1,2). 
Because the Christian is: 

a. A child of God (1 John 3:1). 


b. A new creature (2 Corinthians 5:17). 


C. Who Overcomes the World 


l. 


Those who are begotten of God (1 John 5:1-4). 


70 


Sb. JO I. ae ee 


Those who are dead to the world (Romans 6:6-11). 
“He that believes” (1 John 5:5). 

Greater is He that is in you (1 John 4:4-6). 

The one who follows Jesus (John 16:33). 

We must remain unspotted (James 1:27). 


Remember the reward of overcoming (Revelation 21:7). 
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Lesson 5 





Introduction 


1. Evil is present on every hand and has been since Adam 
and Eve sinned (cf 1 John 5:19). 


2. All have sinned (Romans 3:23; 1 John 1:8-10). 
3. The flesh and spirit contrasted (Galatians 5:16-24). 
A. Evil Forces in This World 
1. Satan (John 8:44). 
a. The tempter (Matthew 4:3; 1 Chronicles 21:1-3). 
b. Those who sin follow Satan (1 John 3:8-10). 
2. Evil men (2 Timothy 3:1-5; 2 Peter 2:1-3). 


Evil desires (Colossians 3:5; James 1:13-15; 
Romans 7:17-24). 


4. We must be able to discern (Hebrews 5:11-14). 
B. Deliver Us From Evil 
1. Evil conscience 
a. By Christ’s blood (Hebrews 10:22; 1 Peter 3:21). 
b. Act in faith (cf Romans 14:23). 
2. Evil heart of unbelief (Hebrews 3:12). 
3. Evil speakings (Titus 3:1,2). 
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Evil companions (1 Corinthians 15:33). 
All appearance of evil (1 Thessalonians 5:21,22). 
Abhor evil, cleave to good (Romans 12:9; 3 John 11). 


Eschew evil, do good (1 Peter 3:10-13; 
1 Thessalonians 5:21,22). 


8. Ephesians a good example (Revelation 2:1,2). 

9. By the blood of the Lamb (Revelation 12:11). 
D. Reward for Overcoming 

1. See good days (1 Peter 3:10-12). 

2. Crown of life (Revelation 2:10). 

3. All things (Revelation 21:7). 


oY tS 
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Lesson 6 





Introduction 


l. 


Oddly “selfish” and “unselfish” are terms unused in the 
Bible, though it is filled with their meanings. 


Jesus a demonstration of unselfishness — let us imitate 
Him (Philippians 2:5-11; 2 Corinthians 10:4,5). 


A. Denying Oneself 


l. 


ay E ey eee a 


This is required of follower of Jesus (Matthew 16:24). 
Take up His cross daily (Luke 9:23). 

Jesus must be first (Luke 14:33). 

Paul buffeted himself (1 Corinthians 9:27). 

Control our own spirit (Proverbs 16:32). 


Unselfishness is a most difficult must. Christ was 
completely unselfish. 


Those who live for self oppose themselves 
(2 Timothy 2:24,25). 


B. Obligations to Self in Relation to God’s Will 


l. 
2: 
3. 


Maintain good health (1 Corinthians 6:19). 
Maintain a good name (Proverbs 22:1; Ecclesiastes 7:1). 


Study and acquire knowledge (2 Timothy 2:15; 
Psalm 1:1,2). 
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8. 


Maintain proper attitude (Philippians 4:8). 
Be an influence for good (Matthew 5:16). 


Provide for self and family (2 Thessalonians 3:10; 
1 Timothy 5:8). 


Make sure of heaven (1 Corinthians 4:1; 
Revelation 2:10). 


Exercise self control (Galatians 5:22,23; 2 Peter 1:5-11). 


. What Jesus Taught About Self 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5 


Deny self to follow Him (Matthew 16:24; Luke 9:23). 
Humble self (Matthew 18:4; 23:12). 

Love neighbor as thyself (Matthew 22:39; Mark 12:33). 
He condemned self-righteousness (Luke 18:9-14). 


The rich young ruler allowed selfishness to keep him 
from following Jesus (Matthew 19:16-22). 


We must forsake all we have as well as ourselves 
(Luke 14:33). 


Christ must be before relatives (Matthew 10:34-39). 
His cause must be first (Matthew 6:33). 


None of self and all of thee, 
None of self and all of thee. 
Lord thy love has conquered, 
None of self and all of thee. 
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Lesson 7 





Introduction 


1. The theme of Revelation is to overcome. There are 
fourteen promises to the overcomer in the book. 


2. Overcome is to conquer or victory, is of Greek origin. 
A. Synopsis of the Letter to Ephesus (Revelation 2:1-7). 
1. “I know thy works and thy toil and patience” 


2. “Thou canst not bear them that are evil” and tried false 
apostles and found them liars. 


Hated the deeds of Nicolaitans (v. 6). 
4. Left their first love, commanded to repent (v. 5). 


The Nicolaitans were a prominent group of that day 
thought to have been named for Nicholas who taught that 
Christian liberty allowed gross social sins and idolatry 
without condemnation. A group of libertines. 


B. “Eat of Tree of Life” 
1. The fruit of the tree would give life eternal. 


a. It was in Eden (Genesis 2:9). 
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2: 


3, 


b. Adam and Eve after they sinned were forbidden to 
eat of that tree (Genesis 3:22). 


In heaven the tree bears fruit continually 
(Revelation 22:1-5). 


Who will eat of the tree of life (Revelation 22:14)? 


C. The Paradise of God 


1. 


“Paradise” is Persian word meaning park, garden or 
pleasure ground. 


Eden is referred to by many as paradise from the above 
definition. 


The intermediate state of the righteous dead is called 
paradise (Luke 23:43). 


The paradise of God (heaven) (Revelation 2:7; 22:1,2). 


Sometime between Genesis 3:22 and Revelation 2:7 the 
Tree of Life was “transplanted” to heaven. 
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Lesson 8 








sliten 2:11 
‘et A @ 7 


Introduction 


1. We need to remember Christ knows all as He said in 
these letters, “J know thy works...” 


2. To the angel (messenger) of the church. 
A. The Letter to Smyrna (Revelation 2:8-Il) 


1. “I know thy works and tribulation and poverty (but thou 
are rich).” 


2. “I know the blasphemy of them that say they are Jews but 
are not” (v. 9). 


3. Fear none of the things you shall suffer (v. 10). 
4. Evil workers are in the service of the devil (v. 10). 
5. Christ offered no criticism of this church. 
B. Be Thou Faithful Unto Death (v. 10b) 
1. Be faithful in the midst of persecution. 
2. Be faithful in worship (Hebrews 10:24). 
3. Be faithful in service (Matthew 24:45,46). 
4. Be faithful in stewardship (1 Corinthians 4:1,2). 
5. Be faithful in prosperity — rich man was not (Luke 12). 
6. Be faithful, like David, in sorrow (2 Samuel 12:23). 
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7. 


The reward of faithfulness, “the crown of life”. 


C. He That Overcometh Shall Not Be Hurt by the 
Second Death 


l. 
2: 
3. 


This is negative way of saying one will have eternal life. 
The second death is the lake of fire (Revelation 21:8). 


The one whose name is not in the Book of Life will be 
cast into the lake (Revelation 20:15). 


The lake of fire is where the beast and false prophet are 
(Revelation 20:10). 


There are two births and two deaths. Two births minus 
one death equals life. 


79 





Lesson 9 





Introduction 


1. Christ pictured as having a sharp two-edged sword 
(Revelation 2:12; Hebrews 4:12). 


2. The word cuts to the heart (Acts 2:37; 7:54). 


A. The Letter and the Pergamos Church 
(Revelation 2:12-17) 


1. What is right with this church (v.13)? 


a. 
b. 


d. 


“Face to face” with Satan 


“Hold fast thy name.” One can be faithful in the 
presence of evil. Joseph was in Potipher’s house. 


“Hast not denied my faith” — there is one faith 
(Revelation 2:13). 


Antipas as an example (martyred). 


2. What was wrong (vs.14,15)? 


a. 


Some held doctrine of Balaam (Jude 11; 
2 Peter 2:15). 


Some held doctrine of Nicolaitans — opposite to 
Ephesians (v. 6). 
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c. Should not fellowship any false doctrine 
(Colossians 2:21,22; 2 John 9-11). 


d. Admonished to repent (v. 16). 
B. Overcomer to Eat of Hidden Manna 


1. The promise to the overcomer shows that one can live 
true even if he lives where Satan’s seat is. 


2. Manna sustained Israel (Exodus 16:16-35). 
Jesus is the bread of life (John 6:32-35). 


4. The fathers ate manna and died. Eat of Christ and live 
(John 6:48-52). 


5. The overcomer therefore will receive eternal life. It is 
“hidden manna” — the world does not receive it. 


C. To Receive a White Stone With a New Name on it 


= 


1. White stones were sometimes used to show justification 
and a black stone suggested guilt. 


Do 


White pebbles were sometimes used as tickets to feasts. 


= 


A new name was sometimes given when one 
accomplished something like Abram to Abraham, or 
Jacob to Israel, etc. 


4. Wewill have a new name no one knows. 


81 


Lesson 10 





Introduction 


1. Overcoming is a matter of faithfulness. 


2. Observation: The two churches, of the seven, that were 
not criticized were heavily persecuted. 


A. Letter to Church at Thyatira (Revelation 2:18,19) 
1. What was right with this church? 


a 

b. 
C. 
d. 


e. 


Their love — compare 1 Thessalonians 1:3. 
Faith — compare 2 Thessalonians 1:3,4. 
Ministry or service (Matthew 20:26-28). 
Patience (James 5:11). 


Last works more than first. 


2. What was wrong? 


a. 


Allowed Jezebel, prophetess, to teach and seduce to 
fornication and to eat things sacrificed to idols. 


“I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and 
she repented not” (Revelation 2:21). 


Her children would receive the same condemnation. 
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3. “Hold fast that which you have until I come.” 
B. Overcomer to Receive Power Over Nations (vs. 26,27) 
1. This would place them above an oppressing government. 
2. This verse explains who is an overcomer (v. 26). 
3. The greatness of this authority — rule with rod of iron. 
4. The apostles rule with Christ now (Matthew 19:28). 
5. Similar passage (Psalm 2:6-9). 
6 


Men of renown, dead but speaking. Abel — 
(Hebrews 11:4); Noah — (Hebrews 11:7). 


7. Ali Christians rule in a secondary sense (Romans 5:17). 
C. I Will Give Him the Morning Star 

1. Morning star heralds a new day. 

2. Christ is pictured as the morning star (Revelation 22:16). 


3. Christ is life and giving the morning star is equal to 
eternal life (1 John 5:11,12). 
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Lesson 11 





Introduction 


1. Three of these churches received mixed praise and 
blame, two of them received no blame, and one received 
no praise. 


2. White is a symbol of purity. 
A. Letter to the Church at Sardis (Revelation 3:1-6) 
1. What was right with this church (v. 4)? 


a. 


A few have not defiled their garments. 


b. They are worthy. 


2. What was wrong? 


a. 
b. 


A name of being alive but is dead (v. 1). 


Works not perfect (v. 2). 


3. The church admonished (vs. 2,3). 


a. 
b. 
C. 
d. 


Be watchful (1 Corinthians 16:13,14). 
Strengthen the things that remain. 
Remember and hold fast. 


Repent. 


B. Overcomer to be Arrayed in White (v. 5) 
1. Walk with me in white (v. 4). 
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2. Arrayed in white (Revelation 7:13,14). 
3. How do we wash our robes (Revelation 22:14 ASV)? 
4. Washed in Christ’s blood (Revelation 1:5). 
C. Name Will Not Be Blotted Out 
1. One’s name can be blotted out (Revelation 3:5). 


2. Some whose names were in the Book of Life 
(Philippians 4:3). 


3. What if our name is not in the Book of Life 
(Revelation 20:15)? 


4. Who will enter heaven (Revelation 21:27)? 

D. “I Will Confess His Name” 
1. The promise when Jesus was here (Matthew 10:32,33). 
2. The mouth confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
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Lesson 12 
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Introduction 


1. This lesson is about Philadelphia. Name from the Greek 
means “Brotherly Love”. 


2. No censure in this letter. 


A. The Letter to the Church of Philadelphia 
(Revelation 3:7-13) 


1. Christ has the key of David (v. 7). 
2. “I have set before thee an open door” (v. 8). 


3. You have a little power, kept my word and did not deny 
my name (v. 8). 


Synagogue of Satan is mentioned a second time. 
Satan has religions. 


Admonished to “hold fast that which you have” (v.11). 


a eA 


Because you kept my word I will also keep you in the 
hour of trial (v. 10). 


8. I come quickly, hold fast. 
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B. The Overcomer to Be a Pillar in the Temple (v. 12) 


l; 
2. 


A permanent and secure place. 


The everlasting temple. We are the temple of God today 
(1 Corinthians 3:16). 


He shall go in and out no more (v. 12). 
No temple in the city of God (Revelation 21:22). 


We will serve Him day and night in His temple 
(Revelation 7:15). Where God is, there is a temple. 


C. I Will Write on Him the Name of My God and His City 


Y 


The name of God because he is His Child 
(cf. Ephesians 3:14). 


The name of “City of my God” because He is an 
inhabitant of it (cf. Philippians 3:20). 


Christ’s own new name would indicate he was heir to 
Christ’s all (cf. Revelation 21:7). 
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Lesson 13 





Introduction 
1. This is the only church that Jesus did not compliment. 
2. He is the faithful and true witness. 
A. Jesus’ Assessment of Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-22) 
1. “I know thy works” as in other letters. 
2. “Thou art neither cold nor hot.” 
3. Because you are lukewarm I will spew you out. 
4. Their assessment of themselves (v.17). 
5. Christ’s assessment (He is the faithful and true witness) 


— you are poor, wretched, miserable, blind, and naked, 
and you don’t know it. 


B. Christ’s Admonition (v. 18) 


l. 


Buy of me gold tried in the furnace, that you may be rich 
(cf. Luke 12:20,21; 1 Timothy 6:18,19). 


Buy white garment to clothe yourselves 
(Revelation 1:5; 7:14). 


Buy eye salve that you might see (2 Peter 1:5-11). 
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4. 


Observation: Smyrna was in poverty but was rich 
(Revelation 2:9); Laodicia was rich but poor. 


C. Overcomer to Be Enthroned with Christ 


l. 


2 
3. 
4 


The love of Christ is seen in His rebuke (v. 19). 
Christ outside longs to enter (v. 20). 
Christ longs for communion with us. 


“To him that overcomes I will give him to sit with me in 
my throne.” 


As Christ was exalted for overcoming, He will exalt the 
overcomer. 


. What Rewards to the Overcomer! 


Eat of Tree of Life (Revelation 2:7). 


2. Crown of life, not hurt by second death 
(Revelation 2:10,11). 
3. To receive hidden manna, white stone, new name 
(Revelation 2:17). 
4. To receive authority to rule the nations 
(Revelation 2:26,27). 
Arrayed in white, name in Book of Life (Revelation 3:5). 
6. Pillar in temple, names of God and Christ written upon 
him (Revelation 3:12). 
7. To sit with Christ in His throne (Revelation 3:21). 
Summary: 


“He that overcometh shall inherit all things: and I will 
be his God and he will be my son” (Revelation 21:7). 
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Lesson 1 





Introduction 
1. God calls us but not by name (2 Thessalonians 2:14). 
2. Itis a holy calling (2 Timothy 1:8,9). 
3. The call to Abraham was a call offering deliverance to 


Abraham from a dilemma. 


A. The Testing of Abraham’s Faith 


1. 


2 
3 
4. 
5 


8. 


Faith responded to God’s call (Genesis 12:1-4). 

He arose by faith and went (Hebrews 11:8-19). 

He staggered not at the promise (Romans 4:20,21). 
The greatest test (Genesis 22:1,2). 


God said, “Now I know you fear God” 
(Genesis 22:11,12). 


He was tried when he offered Isaac (Hebrews 11:17). 


He accounted God could resurrect him 
(Hebrews 11:18,19). 


He was justified by works (James 2:21-24). 


B. What Faith Demands 


l. 


Reverence for God (Hebrews 11:7; 12:28,29). 


2. Respect for His word. 
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Action (James 2:14-26). 

a. Noah (Hebrews 11:7). 

b. Abraham (Hebrews 11:8). 

c. Saul (Acts 22:16; 26:19). 

No deviation from God’s plan (cf Deuteronomy 5:32). 


Action whether we can see a human reason for it. Noah 
could not see the flood coming. 


C. Jehovah Jireh 


l. 
2. 
3. 


God will provide (Genesis 22:7,8). 
God’s provision for us (James 1:17). 


He provides for His creatures, even us 
(Matthew 6:25-34). 


God has provided for us a sacrifice (John 3:16; 
Hebrews 9:24-26). 


No good thing will be withheld (Psalm 84:11). 
He has provided a rest for His people (Hebrews 4:9-11). 


He has provided for our eternal welfare 
(Revelation 21:5-7; 22:14). 
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Lesson 2 





Introduction 
1. A lesson in assurance. 
2. God’s promises gives assurance (2 Peter 3:9). 
3. Jacob was 130 years old at this time. 


A. God Had Given Jacob Assurance Before 


1. 
3 
4. 
5 
6 


B. Go 
1. 


“I am with thee and will keep thee...” 
(Genesis 28:12-18). 


“Return into the land of the fathers and I will be with 
thee” (Genesis 31:3,5). 


Jacob prays before meeting Esau (Genesis 32:9-12). 
Jacob wins a “wrestling match” (Genesis 32:24-32). 
God’s instructions (Genesis 35:1-12). 

Jacob learned to trust God (Proverbs 3:5,6). 


d and Fear 


Fear not. 
a. To Isaac, “Fear not...” (Genesis 26:24). 


b. To Jacob, “Fear not to go to Egypt” 
(Genesis 46:1-3). 
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2, 


c. Elisha, “Fear not for they that are with us are more 
than they...” (2 King 6:16-19; cf 1 John 4:4; 5:4). 


d. There is strength in weakness (Isaiah 41:10). 
e. God has not given us a spirit of fear (2 Timothy 1:7). 
We are to fear (reverence) God. 


a. Fear God, keep His commandments 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13). 


b. Fear God, work righteousness (Acts 10:34,35). 
c. Serve Him with fear (Hebrews 12:28,29). 


C. I Will Go With Thee 


Ee 
2; 


Cat! SO: ae R 


“I am with thee and will keep thee” (Genesis 28:15). 
His special presence today (Matthew 18:20). 

a. To the end (Matthew 28:19,20). 

b. Those who abide in the doctrine (2 John 9). 

c. His constancy (Hebrews 13:5). 

The Lord stood with me (2 Timothy 4:17). 

Abiding in Christ (John 15:4-7,10). 

Christ lives in us (Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 3:17). 
Keep His commandments (1 John 3:24). 

Talk the talk and walk the walk (1 John 2:4-6). 


We can have communion with Christ (Revelation 3:20). 
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Lesson 3 





Introduction 
1. A lesson in reverence. 
2. Reverence is Godly fear, profound adoration, awe 
respect (Proverbs 28:14). 
3. We live in an irreverent age, making light of religious 
activity, using God’s name lightly. 
A. We Are To Fear God 
1. “Stand in awe and sin not; commune with your own 
heart upon your bed and be still, Selah” (Psalm 4:4). 
2. “Let all the earth fear the Lord, let all the inhabitants of 
the world stand in awe before Him” (Psalm 33:8). 
3. “Behold the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear Him, 
upon them that hope in His mercy” (Psalm 33:18). 
4. “God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints 
and to be held in reverence of all them that are about 
Him” (Psalm 89:7). 
5. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” 


(Psalm 111:9,10). 
Jesus taught us to fear God (Matthew 10:28). 


Serve the Lord with reverence (Hebrews 12:28,29; 
Joshua 24:14). 
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8. Solomon and Peter taught it (Ecclesiastes 12:13,14; 


Acts 10:34,35). 


B. What Instills Reverence? 


ie 


>; 


Remember, God is every place (Psalm 139:7-18; 
Hebrews 4:13). 


Know His great power (Matthew 19:26). 
Remember, God’s word is sure (2 Peter 3:9). 


Parental responsibility (Ephesians 6:4; 
Deuteronomy 6:6-13). 


“Walk humbly with thy God” (Micah 6:6-8). 


C. What Reverence Demands 


1 
2 
3. 
4 


2 
3 
4. 
5 


Respect for God and His word. 
Action (Hebrews 11:7). 
Action whether we can see a human reason for it or not. 


No deviation from God’s word. 


Promises To Those Who Fear God 
1. 


You will continue following the Lord (1 Samuel 12:14). 
You will make the best choices (Psalm 25:12). 

God gives goodness (Psalm 31:19; Proverbs 1:7). 

His mercy is on them (Luke 1:50). 

He is accepting of God (Acts 10:34,35). 
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Lesson 4 





Introduction 
1. A call to service. 
2. Samuel’s name means “Ask of God” (1 Samuel 1:20). 
3. He was a Nazarite — abstinence from intoxicating 

drinks, self-denial, free hair growth (1 Samuel 1:11). 

4. The calling from God (1 Samuel 3:1-10). 

A. Samuel As A Prophet 
1. First prophecy about Eli’s house (1 Samuel 3:11-14,18). 
2. All Israel knew Samuel was a prophet (1 Samuel 3:20). 
3. If they had a king (1 Samuel 8:16-20). 
4. Saul’s message about the asses (1 Samuel 9:19-21). 


B. Samuel As A Priest 


a Ne ae ee ee 


Samuel was a Levite. 

He made intercession (1 Samuel 7:9). 

Offered sacrifices (1 Samuel 7:10). 

He dismissed the assembly (1 Samuel 10:17,25). 
As anointing kings (1 Samuel 10:1; 16:13). 


All these were functions of a priest. 
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C. Samuel As A Judge 


E 
2; 


All the days of his life (1 Samuel 7:13). 


Appointed his sons judges in Beersheba 
(1 Samuel 8:1-5). 


He was loved by all Israel (1 Samuel 25:1; 28:3). 


He was listed as one of the great heroes of faith 
(Hebrews 11:32). 
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Lesson 5 





ee 


latkow 23:34-37 


mee 





Introduction 
1. A compassionate plea. 
2. Jesus was one of compassion. 
a. Compassion on the multitude (Mark 8:1,2). 
b. Compassion on the leper (Mark 1:40,41). 
A. I Will Send Unto You... (v. 34) 
1. This refers to those Christ would send. 
2. Apostles Peter and John beaten (Acts 5:40). 
3. As Stephen (Acts 7:58). 
4 


Saul had authority to arrest those in the synagogue in 
Damascus and bring them to Jerusalem (Acts 9:14). 


5. The Apostle James was killed (Acts 12:1,2). 
6. Peter imprisoned (Acts 12:3-10). 

B. Blood Of Those Gone Before... (v. 35) 
1. Like the blood of righteous Abel (v. 35a; 1 John 3:12). 
2. Zechariah (v. 35b; 2 Chronicles 24:20-22). 
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3, 
4. 
5, 


Faith was not weakened (Hebrews 11:33,34). 
Some were imprisoned (Jeremiah 37:16,17). 


Some sawn asunder (Hebrews 11:37). 


C. Ye Would Not!... (v. 37) 


1. 


2 
3. 
4 


n 


God is always willing to receive us (2 Peter 3:9). 
“Ye would not come unto me” (John 5:39,40). 
If we will not turn to God (Ezekiel 33:9). 


He stretched forth His hands all day long 
(Romans 10:21). 


. Those who accept the teaching, “Come” (John 6:45). 


Jesus “Come unto Me...” (Matthew 11:28-30). 
Whosoever will (Revelation 22:17). 


102 


Lesson 6 








Lake 29:31,32 


Introduction 
1. A warning to Peter. 
2. This is a lesson for all ages. 


3. Take heed, if Peter could fall, so can we 
(1 Corinthians 10:12). 


A. Satan’s Desire 
1. He wanted to try Peter and shake his faith. 
a. Satan tried Job (Job 1:11,12; 2:6). 
b. Jesus was permitted to be tried (Isaiah 28:16). 
2. “He wants to sift you as wheat”, not a single shake. 
3. Jesus was tempted in all points (Hebrews 4:15). 
B. Jesus Prayed For Peter 
1. He did not want His disciples to fall. 
He knew the possibility and warned against it. 


b. He knew if his faith failed he would not be able to 
overcome (1 John 5:4). 


c. He would not be kept by the power of God 
(1 Peter 1:4,5). 


2. Some ways that men’s faith is caused to fail: 
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3. 


a. By not providing for their own family 
(1 Timothy 5:8). 


b. Denying the faith through wantonness (lust) 
(1 Timothy 5:11,12). 


c. By violating their conscience (1 Timothy 6:19-21). 
d. By false doctrine (2 Timothy 2:18). 
Jesus prayed for us (John 17:20,21). 


C. When Thou Art Converted 


l. 
2: 
3. 


Peter could fall. The Galatians did (Galatians 5:4). 
The faithful are to convert the fallen (Galatians 6:1,2). 


The fallen must repent, confess and pray (Acts 8:22; 
1 John 1:9; James 5:16,19,20). 


The strong must be patient with the weak (Romans 15:1). 


Help smooth out the rough spots for the weak 
(Hebrews 12:12-17). 


He followed afar off (Luke 22:54). 


He got with the wrong crowd (Luke 22:55; 
1 Corinthians 15:33). 
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Introduction 
1. A call of conviction. 
2. He became the “apostle to the Gentiles”. 
A. The Early Life of Saul 
1. He was a native of Tarsus, a Jew, taught by Gamaliel 
(Acts 22:1-3). 
2. He was a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee (Acts 23:6-9). 
3. He was a freeborn citizen of Rome (Acts 22:25-28). 
4. He was well educated (Acts 22:3; 26:24). 
5. He was a tent maker by trade (Acts 18:3). 
6. A persecutor of Christians (Acts 8:1-4). 
7. Therefore, a persecutor of Christ (Acts 9:4,5). 
B. His Conversion 
1. He was sincere (the insincere cannot be converted) 
(cf. Acts 23:1). 
2. He heard and saw Jesus (Acts 9:4,17). 
He was told to be baptized (Acts 22:14-16). 
4. He was baptized (Acts 26:19; Romans 6:3,4). 


Lesson 7 
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5. He became a new creature (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

6. The genuineness of his conversion cannot be doubted. 
C. Paul’s Work As An Apostle 

1. Commissioned by Jesus (Acts 26:15-19). 

2. What Paul gave up (Philippians 3:4-8). 

3. He acted without hesitancy (Galatians 1:13-16). 

4 


He suffered persecution (Acts 9:13-16; 
2 Corinthians 11:22-33). 


5. His busy life: 
Damascus, Jerusalem, Antioch. 


a 
b. First missionary journey (Acts 13,14). 


c. Second missionary journey (Acts 16,17,18). 

d. Third missionary journey (Acts 18:23;20:36). 

e. Prisoner to Rome (Acts 28:16,30,31). 

f. He wrote 13 epistles, 14 if Hebrews is included. 
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Lesson 8 





Introduction 
1. A gentle reproof. 


2. Bethany was about two miles from Jerusalem where 
lived Martha, Mary, Lazarus and Simon the leper. 


A. “Martha, Martha, Thou Art Careful” 


1. Cumbered, from Greek passive voice meaning 
distracted. 


2. Martha was known for serving (Luke 10:40,41; 
John 12:2). 


Serving was necessary but secondary (v. 42). 
4. We can allow things to distract us: 
Seek ye first the kingdom (Matthew 6:33). 
b. Jesus must be first (Luke 14:33). 


c. We must keep the main thing the main thing 
(Luke 9:57-62). 


B. One Thing 
1. “One thing thou lackest” (Mark 10:21). 
2. One thing needful (Luke 10:42). 
3. One thing I do (Philippians 3:13). 
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4 
5 
6. 
7 
8 


Ignorant of one thing (2 Peter 3:8,9). 

This one thing I know (John 9:25). 

Not one thing has failed (Joshua 23:14). 
One thing I desire of the Lord (Psalm 27:4). 


Seven ones (Ephesians 4:1-6). 


. Martha’s Faith 
l. 
2. 


She was serving Jesus with hospitality (Luke 10:38-42). 


We are taught to show hospitality (Hebrews 13:1,2; 
1 Peter 4:9). 


First to meet Jesus after Lazarus’ death (John 11:20,21). 


She knew whatever Jesus asked God would do 
(John 11:22). 


She believed in the resurrection (John 11:23,24). 
She believed Him then (John 11:25-27). 


Martha again served supper six days before the last 
Passover (John 12:1-8). 
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Lesson 9 





Introduction 
1. Hear the word of the Lord. 


2. We do not have prophets today but we hear the Word 
by reading the Bible. 


A. What Happens When I Read The Bible 

1. It works in me (1 Thessalonians 2:13). 

2. It teaches and reproves me (2 Timothy 3:16,17). 
3. It cleanses me (John 15:3; Ephesians 5:25,26). 
4 


It gives me faith and hope (Romans 10:17; 
Hebrews 11:1). 


It gives me strength (1 John 2:14; Acts 20:32). 
It gives me joy (Jeremiah 15:16). 

It gives life (Psalm 119:50). 

God is speaking to me (Hebrews 1:1-3). 

B. Write This Man Childless 


1. Jeconiah, Coniah and Jehoikin all the same person. 
None of his seed to rule and prosper in Judah. 


2. David’s throne in heaven (Psalm 89:35-37). 


3. If Christ was on a throne in Jerusalem He would fail, for 
He was seed of Coniah (Matthew 1:12; Luke 3:27). 
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CO ND 


Christ is on David’s throne at God’s right hand 
(Acts 2:30-36). 


After purging our sins, Christ sat on God’s right hand 
(Hebrews 1:1-3). 


C. The Kingdom Is Now 


l. 


a oe AL 


Who is the only potentate, the King of Kings 
(1 Timothy 6:14,15). 


If the kingdom is not here the Gentiles are without hope 
(Acts 15:13-17). 


Early Christians were in it (Colossians 1:13; 
Revelation 1:9 — a kingdom of priests, Revelation 5:10 
ARV). 


The kingdom is the church (Matthew 16:18,19; 26:29). 
“Wherefore we receiving a kingdom” (Hebrews 12:28). 
How long will Christ reign? (1 Corinthians 15:23-26). 
Who is in the kingdom (Matthew 18:3; John 3:5)? 
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Lesson 10 





Introduction 

1. God numbers our days. 

2. Belshazzar did not humble himself (Daniel 5:18-24). 

3. Things written aforetime for our learning (Romans 15:4). 
A. Meme — God Has Numbered Thy Kingdom 

1. Writing came at the most opportune time (Daniel 5:1-5). 


2. Many do not humble themselves (Daniel 5:22; 
Matthew 7:21,22). 


Many worship idols (cf Colossians 3:5). 


4. He turned to God’s prophet as a last resort 
(Daniel 5:7,10,11). 


5. Daniel had told the forgotten dream (Daniel 2:27-29). 

6. “God has finished thy kingdom” (Daniel 5:26,30,31). 
B. Tekel — Thou Art Weighed In The Balance 

1. God knows our every act (Hebrews 4:13). 


2. We will be weighed by a righteous judge 
(2 Timothy 4:8). 


3. We must account for secret things 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13,14). 
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4. We will be judged by our works (Revelation 20:12-15). 
5. Shall we be found wanting? 
a. In knowledge (Hosea 4:6). 
b. Faith (Hebrews 11:6). 
Baptism (Luke 7:30; Mark 16:16). 
d. Worship (John 4:24; Hebrews 10:25). 
e. Right living (Titus 2:11,12). 


C. Peres (Upharsin) — The Kingdom Is Divided To The 
Medes And Persians 


1. This prophecy was fulfilled immediately 
(Daniel 5:30,31). 


2. This was a fulfilling of the dream of Nebuchadnezzar 
(Daniel 2:36-44). 

3. Daniel served the Medo-Persian King Darias 
(Daniel 6:1-3). 


4. Daniel saw Jesus receiving the kingdom when He 
ascended (Daniel 7:13,14). 


P 
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Lesson 11 





Introduction 
1. A father’s grief over a wayward son. 


2. Notice the statement of Nathan the prophet 
(2 Samuel 12:10,11). 


A. A Look At Absalom 


1. He was of royal descent on both sides, his mother was 
daughter of King Geshur (2 Samuel 3:3). 


2. Gifted with remarkable beauty “no blemish” 
(2 Samuel 14:25). 


Possessed charm and eloquence (2 Samuel 15:6). 
4. Traitorous nature (2 Samuel 13:29; 15:2,3). 


He rebelled and came to an untimely end 
(2 Samuel 18:9). 


B. “Is The Young Man Safe?” (2 Samuel 18:29,32) 
1. David the forgiving father (2 Samuel 13:38; 14:28). 


a. Amnon raped his half sister who was Absalom’s full 
sister. 


b. Absalom murdered Amnon and fled to Geshur. His 
vengeance (2 Samuel 13:13-28). 
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2. With all Absalom’s advantage he was not safe. 


3. 


a. He was not safe from temptation 
(1 Corinthians 10:13). 


b. He was not safe from himself (2 Samuel 16:22). 
What every young man needs to be safe: 

Instruction in truth (John 8:32). 
b. Atonement and hope (1 John 2:1-6). 


c. How shall the young secure their hearts 
(Psalm 119:9-11)? 


C. David’s Grief 


l. 
2: 


His immediate grief (2 Samuel 18:32,33). 


The victory was turned into mourning, for the people 
mourned for David, not Absalom (2 Samuel 19:2). 


Sometimes mourning can get in the way of what really 
needs to be done. 


a. The mourning seemed to shame those who saved the 
kingdom (2 Samuel 19:5,6). 


b. The people were about to leave David 
(2 Samuel 19:7,8). 


Sought the elders to bring the people back to David 
(2 Samuel 19:11). 


So David was not only a successful military leader but a 
good administrator as king (2 Samuel 19:14). 
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Lesson 12 





Introduction 

1. Jesus’ lament, “Eli, Eli, Lama Sabachthani”. 

2. “My God, My God, why hath thou forsaken me?” 
A. What Does This Mean? 

1. Sin separates man from God (Isaiah 59:1,2). 


2. Christ separated from God, not by His own sins 
(Isaiah 53:4-6). 


3. He came to die for us (Hebrews 2:9). 


4. He is propitiation for the sins of the whole world 
(1 John 2:1,2). 


5. He suffered for us (1 Peter 2:21-24). 
6. Christ offered His own blood (Hebrews 9:11-14). 


7. For the moment the sins of the whole world came on 
Him, separating Him momentarily from God. 


B. His Decision To Bear The Cup 
1. The mind of Christ (Philippians 2:5-8). 
2. He laid down His life (John 15:13). 
3. He endured the cross because of the joy of knowing men 


would be redeemed (Hebrews 12:1,2). 


115 


Se ee E 


He came not to do His own will (John 4:34; 6:38). 
His prayer in the garden (Matthew 26:39). 

For this cause came I into the world (John 12:27). 
He did it willingly (John 18:11). 


He received authority after He gave His all 
(Matthew 28:18). 


. Jesus Held God’s Will Above His Comfort 
ie 


To Jesus obedience was above everything else 
(Philippians 2:8). 


He told His apostles they would do so too 
(Matthew 20:22). 


Stephen held obedience above his comfort zone 
(Acts 7:56-60). 


Peter and John counted it joy to suffer (Acts 5:41). 


James, one of the ones who said, “We are able” 
(Matthew 20:22) was the first apostle to be killed 
(Acts 12:1,2). 


Are we willing to serve beyond “our comfort zone”? 
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Lesson 13 





Introduction 
1. Man’s plea. 
2. The emphasis is on “doing His will’. 


3. 


Those are the ones who enter the City of God 
(Revelation 22:14). 


A. Lip Service Is Not Enough 


l. 


2: 
5: 
4 


6. 


Just saying, “Lord, Lord” is not enough (Matthew 7:21). 
People may offer lip service (Matthew 15:8,9). 
We must obey from the heart (Romans 6:16-18). 


“Why call me Lord, Lord and do not what I say” 
(Luke 6:46). 


If Jesus could not please God without doing His will, 
how can we? 


Though He were a son, He obeyed (Hebrews 5:8,9). 


B. Who Is In The Kingdom? 


1 
2 
3. 
4 


The converted (Matthew 18:1-3). 
The born again (John 3:5). 
He that doeth the will of the Father (Matthew 7:21). 


“Things equaled to the same thing are equal to each 
other.” Apply to the three items above. 
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Those in the church are in the kingdom 
(Colossians 1:13). 


Doing the will of God is essential to acceptable worship 
(John 9:31). 


C. Jesus May Say, “I Know You Not” (Matthew 7:22,23) 


l. 


Some may want to present their activity as sufficient — 
He may say, “I never knew you”. 


a. They were not His followers. 
b. Ye that work iniquity (to act without authority). 


To some He will say, “I know you not” 
(Matthew 25:11,12). 


a. This indicates He has known them. 


b. They were not prepared, though they had been 
known of Him. 


God does not know those who are alien to Him or those 
who are not serving Him (Luke 13:27). 


Notice His parables to illustrate this principle 
(Matthew 7:24-27). 
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“There is no substitute for victory,” 
Gen. Douglas McArthur. 
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Introduction 
1. Satan is the tempter (Genesis 13:1-5). 
2. God does not tempt us to evil (James 1:13). 
A. Types of Temptation 
1. The lure of fertile fields (Genesis 13:10-13). 
2. The lure of appetite (Genesis 25:25-34). 
3. The lure of silver and gold (Joshua 7:21; 
1 Timothy 6:10). 
4. The lure of a woman (2 Samuel 11:2-5; 1 Kings 11:1-4). 
5. The lure of ambition (Mark 10:35-37). 
B. Resisting Temptation 
1. Abraham refused reward (Genesis 14:23). 
2. Elisha refused silver and gold (2 Kings 5:16). 
3. Job rejected evil counsel (Job 2:9,10). 
4. Rechabites and Daniel refused wine (Jeremiah 35:5,6; 
Daniel 1:8). 
5. Peter refused a bribe (Acts 8:18-20). 


Lesson 1 





Our duty to resist temptation. 


a. Consent not (Proverbs 1:10; 4:14). 
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b. Yield not (Romans 6:13). 

c. Withstand (Ephesians 6:13; James 4:7). 

d. Beware (2 Peter 3:17; 2 Timothy 2:22). 
C. Encouragement to the Tempted 

1. Jesus was tempted (Matthew 4:1-11; cf 1 John 2:15,16). 

Jesus was tempted like we are (Hebrews 4:15). 
He is able to help us (Hebrews 2:18). 
Trying our faith works patience (James 1:1-3). 
Those who endure are blessed (James 1:12). 


The Lord knows how to deliver (Matthew 6:9-13; 
2 Peter 2:9). 


The Lord will keep us (Revelation 3:10). 


a et ae oS 


= 


We will not be tempted more than we can bear 
(1 Corinthians 10:13). 


The Wall of Protection Against Temptation 
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Lesson 2 





Introduction 


l. 
2: 


Sin is a three letter word with “1” in the middle. 


Jesus offers the only possible victory over sin. 


A. All Have Sinned (Romans 3:23) 


1. 


2. 
3. 


What is sin? 

a. Transgression of law (1John 3:4). 

b. All unrighteousness (1John 5:17). 

c. Violate conscience (Romans 14:23). 

d. Not doing what we know (James 4:17). 
Wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23; Revelation 21:8). 


Man cannot atone for his own sin. 


B. Victory Only Through Christ 


l. 


2 
3. 
4 


A 


God gave His Son to die (John 3:16; Ephesians 1:7). 
Jesus offered His own blood (Hebrews 9:13,14). 
He is the propitiation (1John 2:1,2). 


That God might be just in justifying us 
(Romans 3:25,26). 


The precious blood of Jesus (1 Peter 1:18-21). 
We are so washed (Revelation 1:5; 7:13,14). 
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7. That blood purchased us and the church 
(Ephesians 5:25,26; Acts 20:28). 


8. Jesus is the only way (John 14:6). 
C. How We Reach The Blood 
1. His blood was shed in His death (John 19:33,34). 
2. We are baptized into His death (Romans 6:3,4). 
3. We keep clean by walking in the light (1 John 1:7-10). 
4. Weare saved by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8,9). 


The Blood of Jesus Atones 


For centuries in the lives of all men 
There was life only in a world of sin. 
There was no full atonement, so sin reigned 


Till Jesus’ blood fully paid for the shame. 


There was no other possible way to atone 
So God willingly and freely gave His Son. 
Jesus gave victory to all men 
Who turn to Him and from all sin. 


J. A. Thornton 
10-23-01 
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Lesson 3 





Introduction 
1. Christ our example (2 Corinthians 8:9). 
2. Know yourselves (2 Corinthians 13:5). 
3. Keep thyself (1 Timothy 5:22b). 
A. He Calls on Us to Deny Self 
1. “If any man come after me” (Matthew 16:24). 
2. Take up His cross daily (Luke 9:23). 
3. Following Jesus is more important than life 
(Luke 16:26,27). 
4. Forsake all we have (Luke 14:33). 
5. Deny works of flesh (Romans 8:13). 
6. “Iam crucified with Christ...” (Galatians 2:20). 
7. Crucify flesh (Galatians 5:24). 
B. Self-Sacrifice for Christ’s Sake 
1. Lose our lives for Christ’s sake (Matthew 16:25,26). 
2. Persecution (Matthew 5:11). 
3. Hatred (Matthew 10:22). 
4. Renounce worldly treasures (Matthew 19:29; 


Mark 10:28-30). 
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May have to suffer (Acts 9:16; 5:41,42). 
6. Loss of reputation (1 Corinthians 4:10). 


May be called upon to suffer death (2 Corinthians 4:11; 
Philippians 1:29,30). 


Paul’s attitude (2 Corinthians 12:10). 
Some of Paul’s suffering (2 Corinthians 11:23-28). 


. We Must Answer for Self 


1. Paul answered for himself (Acts 26:1,2). 
2. We are to give a reason for our hope (1 Peter 3:15). 


3. Give answer as to why I am a member of a “particular 
church” (Matthew 16:18; Acts 2:41,47). 


4. Why do you wear the name that you do? 
Why do you worship like you do (John 4:24; 17:17). 


6. What will the Lord say at the judgment? Well done? 
(Matthew 25:21) or depart? (Matthew 7:23). 


“All This You Must Answer For Yourself’’ 
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Lesson 4 





Introduction 


1. 


2, 


Man is a dual being; flesh and spirit, sometimes referred 
to as a triune being (1 Thessalonians 5:23). 


Flesh and blood are not eternal (1 Corinthians 15:50). 


A. Caring for the Fleshly Body 


1. Body is dwelling place of the spirit. 

2. The spirit makes the body alive (James 2:26). 

3. The body as well as the spirit belongs to God 
(1 Corinthians 6:13-20). 

4. We must keep the body well and useful for God 
(1 Corinthians 6:19). 

5. Medicine is appropriate (1 Timothy 5:23). 

B. Fleshly Lusts Must be Controlled 

1. Abstain from fleshly lust (1 Peter 2:11). 

2. Spend your time no longer in lusts of the flesh 
(1 Peter 4:1-5). 

3. Mortify the fleshly lust (Colossians 3:5). 

4. Our old man is crucified (Romans 6:6). 

5. Keep our body in control (1 Corinthians 9:27). 

6. You are washed, sanctified, justified 


(1 Corinthians 6:9-11). 
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7. 
8. 
9. 


The catalog of sins of the flesh (Galatians 5:19-21). 
The flesh lusts against the Spirit (Galatians 5:17). 


We cannot live after the flesh and reap eternal life 
(Galatians 6:7-9). 


10. We must be dead to the world (Galatians 6:14). 
11. Put off things of the flesh (Colossians 3:8-11). 


. Christ in Us Gives Victory 


l. 


= ely 
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“I am crucified with Christ” (Galatians 2:20,21). 
Walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16). 
The fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-24). 


What if we do not put these qualities in our lives? 
(cf Matthew 12:43-45). 


Set your affections on things above (Colossians 3:1-7). 
Put on these things (Colossians 3:12-15). 

Walk after the Spirit (Romans 8:1-4). 

We are not in the flesh but in the Spirit (Romans 8:5-11). 


Therefore we must be led by the Spirit 
(Romans 8:12-17). 
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Lesson 5 





Introduction 


l. 


More than 20 times Jesus told men, “Be not afraid”. 


2. God has not given us a spirit of fear (2 Timothy 1:7). 
A. Some Fear Is Needed 


l. 


Everyday life we should fear to go into a burning 
building or drive on the wrong side of the road. 


Reverence for God (Psalm 111:9). 
Stand in awe (Psalm 4:4; 33:8; 89:7). 


Fear God and keep His commands 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13,14). 


Fear of God described (Matthew 10:28; Hebrews 10:31). 


Serve God with reverence and Godly fear 
(Hebrews 12:28,29). 


Fear God all the time (1 Peter 1:17; 2:17). 
To be accepted of God (Acts 10:34,35). 


B. We Also Are Told “Fear Not” 


l. 


If God is with us (Isaac — Genesis 26:24; 
Jacob — Genesis 46:1-4). 


He will be with us today (2 John 9). 


Fear not (worry not), you are of more value 
(Matthew 10:30,31). 
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4. “Fear not I have redeemed thee...” (Isaiah 43:1-3). 


The Lord is a shield and helper (Genesis 15:1; 
Isaiah 41:10). 


6. “Fear not little flock...” (Luke 12:32). 

7. Love casts out fear (1 John 4:18). 

. Encouragement, “Be Not Afraid” 

1. “Itis I, be not afraid” (Matthew 14:27). 

a. Christ accepted worship (Matthew 8:1; 9:18; 20:20). 
b. Peter, James and John (Luke 5:8-11). 

At the transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-7). 

“Be of good cheer” (Matthew 9:1,2). 

At the approach of crucifixion (John 16:32,33). 

To Paul when 40 men conspire to kill Paul (Acts 23:11). 


oy A ae eS 


Remember they that are with us are more than those 
against us (2 Kings 6:16-18). 


7. Be not afraid, God is with us (Deuteronomy 20:1-4; 
Matthew 28:18-20). 
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Lesson 6 





Introduction 
1. Victory over suffering does not suggest “no suffering” 
but contrast or joy in suffering. 
2. Persecution can be a blessing (Mark 10:29-31). 
A. Suffering of Christ 
1. Christ has given us an example (1 Peter 2:18-21). 
2. He was wounded for our transgressions (Isaiah 53:5). 
3. He was not to save us from suffering but to help us to 
rejoice in it (John 15:20; Matthew 5:10-12). 
4. Explain the proverb of Jesus (Luke 23:31). 
Religious people would persecute His followers 
(John 16:1-4). 
6. He was made perfect through suffering 
(Hebrews 2:10; 5:8,9). 
7. He suffered without the gate (Hebrews 13:12; 


Deuteronomy 17:5). 


B. Suffering for Christ 


I. 
2: 
3; 


Peter and John (Acts 5:41,42). 
Moses followed this principle (Hebrews 11:23-25). 
Paul was to suffer (Acts 16). 
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4. And he did (2 Corinthians 11:23-27). 
Death for Jesus’ sake (2 Corinthians 4:11). 


6. “I take pleasure in persecutions” 
(2 Corinthians 12:10-12). 


7. ‘To suffer for Christ’s sake (Philippians 1:29,30). 

8. It is better to suffer for well doing (1 Peter 3:16-18). 
9. Let us not be ashamed to suffer (1 Peter 4:15,16). 
10. All the godly suffer (2 Timothy 2:11-13). 

. Suffering Rewarded 

1. Persecutions pictured as a blessing (Mark 10:29,30). 
2. We are to rejoice (Matthew 5:10-12). 


3. We shall reign with Him (Romans 8:17; 
2 Corinthians 1:7). 


4. If we are crucified with Christ we shall live with Him 
(Romans 6:6-11; Galatians 2:20,21). 


5. Fellowship of Christ suffering (Philippians 3:10). 
6. Notice the promise to Smyrna (Revelation 1:10b). 
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Lesson 7 





Introduction 


l. 


2: 
3. 


We brought nothing into this world and take nothing out 
(1 Timothy 6:7). 


The soul is worth more than the world (Matthew 16:26). 
Life here is but a pilgrimage (1 Peter 2:11,12). 


A. Jesus’ Attitude Toward the World 


1. 


7. 


“I am not of the world” (John 8:23). 
The world would love its own (John 15:17-19). 


“They are not of the world even as I am not of the world” 
(John 17:14,16). 


He prayed for His disciples (John 17:15). 
Why the world hated Jesus (John 7:7). 
I have overcome the world (John 16:33). 


Jesus is victorious (1 Corinthians 15:24-26,57). 


B. Love not the World (1 John 2:15-17) 


l. 


Worldly wisdom 
Often rejects God (Romans 1:18-23). 


The world in its wisdom knew not God 
(1 Corinthians 1:18-21). 


c. God’s wisdom (Psalm 139:1-6; 
Ecclesiastes 3:10,11). 
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2. We are to deny worldly lusts (Titus 2:11,12). 


3: 


Love not the things of the world. 
a. Lust of the flesh (Galatians 5:16,17). 
b. The works of the flesh (Galatians 5:19-21). 


z 


Lust of the eye. 
d. Pride of life. 


C. The Mark of Pure Religion 


l. 


2 oS ee aa 


We must be unspotted from the world (James 1:27). 
We are not to be a friend of the world (1 Peter 4:4). 
We must be transformed (Romans 12:1,2). 

We must overcome (1 John 4:4-6). 

We can overcome the world (1 John 5:4,5). 


We must keep ourselves in the love of God 
(Jude 1:18-21). 
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Lesson 8 








Introduction 
1. Doubt and worry often go together. 
2. Mark Twain, “I have had many worries and most of them 
never happened.” 
3. One said, “I’m too busy in daytime to worry and too 


sleepy at night.” 


A. Momentary Doubters 


B. 


1. 
2 
3. 
4 
5. 


6. 
a 


Peter sinking in the sea (Matthew 14:31). 
Disciples in the storm (Mark 4:40). 
Two disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:25). 


Gideon as to victory over Midian 
(Judges 6:16,17,36-40). 


John the Baptist (Matthew 11:1-5). 
Thomas (John 20:25-28). 


Some disciples as Peter was in prison (Acts 12:5,13-17). 


Jesus’ Teaching in the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 6:24-34) 


l. 


Take no thought (be not anxious) (Matthew 6:25,31,34). 
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God cares for fowls and plants (Matthew 6:26,28). 
Worry is futile (Matthew 6:27). 
It is unnecessary (Matthew 6:32). 


Heathen (unsaved) worry about life’s necessities 
(Matthew 6:32). 


Worry shows a lack of faith (Matthew 6:30; John 14:1). 
Take care of the present (Matthew 6:34). 


. Worry May Be Sinful 


l. 
2. 
3: 


5: 


Disregards God’s commands (Matthew 6:24-34). 
It is a waste of time that could be better used. 


It is unhealthy, may cause high blood pressure, ulcers, 
etc. 


It robs us of peace and happiness 
(Proverbs 17:22; Philippians 4:7). 


Hope is replaced by cares (1 Peter 5:7). 


. How to Overcome Worry 


l. 
Di 


Set your mind on overcoming worry (Colossians 3:1-4). 


Right relations with God and man helps 
(Philippians 4:6). 


Do what you can and leave the rest to God 
(cf. 2 Corinthians 9:8). 


Learn to live one day at a time (Matthew 6:11,34). 


Cultivate your faith and trust in God who holds the 
future, even as Paul (Acts 27:25). 
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Be busy. Worthwhile work. Even in heaven God’s 
servants serve Him (Revelation 22:3-5). 


Learn to live by the three “R’s”: Repentance, 
Restitution, and Rejoicing (Philippians 4:4; 
1 Thessalonians 5:16). 


Take it to the Lord in prayer (Psalm 55:22). 
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Lesson 9 





Introduction 
1. Remember “Winners never quit and quitters never win”. 


2. Take courage — “Lift up the hands that hang down” 
(Hebrews 12:12). 


A. Bible Examples of Discouragement 
1. Hardness of the way discouraged Israel (Numbers 21:4). 
2. Difficulty of the task (Nehemiah 4:8-10,16,17). 
3. The prosperity of the wicked (Psalm 73:2,3,17). 
4. Elijah became discouraged (1 Kings 19:4). 
5. David’s thirst for God (Psalm 42:4-11). 
6. John the Baptist (Matthew 11:2-6). 
B. Things That May Discourage Us 
1. Illness may discourage (1 Corinthians 12:7-9). 


2. Death of loved ones (2 Samuel 12:18-22; 
2 Corinthians 1:3,4). 


3. Job lost children and substance...11,500 head of cattle 
(Job 1:13-19). 
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4. Sense of insecurity (Philippians 4:19). 


Because friends let us down (2 Timothy 4:10). 
Remember Christ is a friend that sticks closer than a 
brother (Proverbs 18:24). 


6. Blighted hopes and dreams. Paul and company were not 
allowed to go into Bethynia (Acts 16:7-10). 


7. Handicaps. Paul had handicaps (2 Corinthians 12:7-10; 
Galatians 4:13-15). 


. Overcoming Discouragement 


1. God told Elijah to get up and do something 
(1 Kings 19:4,15-21). 


2. Things are as bright as God’s promises (2 Peter 3:9; 
1 Corinthians 15:58). 


3. Look not on the burdens but at the blessings 
(Philippians 1:12). 


4. Take an occasional rest (Mark 6:31). 


Fight and conquer self-pity. Self must be crucified 
(Matthew 16:24; Galatians 2:20). 


6. Be an optimist, see opportunities (Galatians 6:10). 


Remember you are never alone (Hebrews 13:5; 
Matthew 28:19,20). 


8. Weare never tried more than we can bear 
(1 Corinthians 10:13). 
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Lesson 10 








Introduction 

1. Attitudes determine destinies. 

2. A good attitude helps us to mend our ways. 

3. He has sent His word to heal (Psalm 107:20,21). 
A. Dangerous Attitudes Toward Self 

1. Egotism (Romans 12:2,4; Galatians 6:3). 

2. Self righteous (Luke 18:10-14; 19:5-9). 

3. Selfishness (Philippians 2:4,21). 
B. Attitude Toward Enemies 

1. Hate instead of love (Matthew 5:43-48). 

2. Will not go the second mile (Matthew 5:40-42). 

3. Should heap coals of fire (Romans 12:19-21). 
C. Dangerous Attitudes Toward Brethren 

1. Anger and malice (Ephesians 4:26; 1 Peter 2:1). 

2. Bitterness (Ephesians 4:22-32). 
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Rivalry, jealously, envy (Galatians 5:19-21; 
James 3:14-16; 1 John 3:11,12). 


Unmerciful, unforgiving (Romans 12:8; Matthew 7:1,2). 
Fault finding (1 Corinthians 13:5). 
Indolent (Revelation 12:11). 


Overcome these attitudes through Christ (John 13:35; 
1 John 4:18-21). 


. Dangerous Attitudes Toward God 


l. 


Limiting God to man’s powers and potentials 
(Psalm 139:1-10). 


Thinking God does not mean what He says. God cannot 
lie (Numbers 23:19; Titus 1:2). 


Indifference toward God (Revelation 3:14-19). 
Thinking God is too good to judge or condemn. 
He is too good to condone sin (Isaiah 59:1,2). 


b. God has done His part to save us (John 3:6; 
Romans 5:8). 


c. Man condemns himself (Acts 13:46). 
Failure to trust God (Romans 8:28-31). 
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Lesson 11 





Introduction 
1. Neutrality — disengaged as gears of a car. 
2. As in war — neutral country, not involved. 
A. Some Who Tried Neutrality 
1. Eve tried to obey God and Satan (Genesis 3). 
2. Moses, “Who is on the Lord’s side?” (Exodus 32:26-28). 
3. Desire to please men (1 Samuel 15:20-23). 
4. Fear causes us to try neutrality (1 Samuel 17:11,24-26). 
5. Elijah was not neutral (1 Kings 18:17-24). 
6. Joash compromised by not going far enough against 


enemy of Israel (2 Kings 13:14-19,25). 


B. Divided Allegiance Tends Toward Neutrality 


l. 
2; 


No man can serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). 


Rich young ruler went only part of the way 
(Matthew 19:16-22). 


3. -Serve the Lord with all your heart (1 Samuel 7:3). 


Immediate service is a must. 
a. Elisha so responded (1 Kings 19:19-21). 
b. Peter and Andrew (Matthew 4:18-20). 
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c. James and John (Matthew 4:21,22). 

d. Matthew (Levi) (Matthew 9:9). 

Indolence makes some neutral (Romans 12:11). 
Fear keeps some from action (Matthew 25:24-30). 


He that is not with me is against me (Matthew 12:30; 
Luke 11:23). 


“Worship the Lord thy God and Him only shalt thou 
serve” (Matthew 4:10). 


. Lukewarmness, A Form of Neutrality 


l 
2 
3 
4. 
5 
6 


The Laodiceans (Revelation 3:14-22). 

Israel is like an empty vine (Hosea 10:1,2). 

Those at ease (Amos 6:1,4; Jeremiah 3:10). 

The heart is not right (Matthew 13:15). 

We should be ready unto every good work (Titus 3:1). 


We must maintain good works (Titus 3:8). 
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Lesson 12 





Introduction 


1. Victory over death does not mean will not die but that we 
will be raised to a new life. 


2. Jesus has the keys of death in His “pocket” 
(Revelation 1:18). 


A. Jesus Was Victorious Over Death 
1. So prophesied (Isaiah 25:8; Romans 1:4). 
2. He abolished death (2 Timothy 1:10). 


3. The last enemy to be destroyed is death 
(1 Corinthians 15:24-27). 


4. By Christ’s death He destroyed the power of death 
(Hebrews 2:14,15). 


5. The lake of fire will swallow up death 
(Revelation 20:13-15). 


There shall be no more death (Revelation 21:4). 


Dead shall be raised incorruptible 
(1 Corinthians 15:51-54). 


B. Death Is an Enemy that Becomes a Friend 


1. The day of death is better than the day of birth 
(Ecclesiastes 7:1). 
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“To die is gain” (Philippians 1:21). 

“Blessed are the dead...” (Revelation 14:13). 

The death of a saint is precious (Psalm 116:15). 
Death is an entrance into mansions (John 14:2,3). 

At death a building of God awaits (2 Corinthians 5:1). 


In death, the righteous, there is hope 
(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). 


Death is the proof of Adam’s sin (Romans 5:12) and 
resurrection the proof of Jesus’ Sonship (Romans 1:4). 


Had Christ not died there would be no atonement for us 
(Romans 3:24-26; 5:10). 


. Victory Involves the Resurrection 


l. 


2 
3 
4. 
5 


Job asked the important question (Job 14:14). 

Jesus promised the resurrection (John 5:18,19). 

He answered Job by His own resurrection (Romans 1:4). 
Jesus is the resurrection (John 11:4). 


The just and unjust shall be raised (Acts 24:15; 
2 Corinthians 4:14). 


“For as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made 
alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22). 


He that raised up Jesus shall raise us 
(2 Corinthians 4:14). 


What kind of body will we have? 
(1 Corinthians 15:35-44). 
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11. 


12. 


We shall have the image of Christ (1 Corinthians 15:49; 
1 John 3:1-3). 


. Those alive when Jesus comes shall be changed 


(1 Corinthians 15:51-53). 


Then shall death be swallowed up in victory 
(1 Corinthians 15:54). 


Resurrection, then judgment (Revelation 20:11-15). 
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Lesson 13 





Introduction 
1. Victory can be ours. 
2. Faith is the victory (1 John 5:4). 
A. God Has Always Rewarded The Faithful 
1. Noah found grace in the sight of the Lord 
(Genesis 6:5-8). 
2. Abraham’s faith was outstanding (Genesis 12:1-3; 
Romans 4:20-25). 
Enoch (Hebrews 11:5,6). 
4. God provided better things for the faithful 
(Hebrews 11:39,40). 
5. God’s promise to David (Psalm 132:11,12). 
6. God is faithful (Deuteronomy 7:9; 1 Corinthians 1:9; 
Hebrews 10:23). 
7. God will not forget our labor of love (Hebrews 6:10). 
B. The Incorruptible Crown 
1. Some strive for corruptible crown 
(1 Corinthians 9:24,25). Think of hours, days or years 
that an athlete spends as Olympic contestant. 
2. We run in the Christian race for an incorruptible crown 


(1 Corinthians 9:25-27). 
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7. 


Lay aside every weight (Hebrews 12:1-4). 
We must endure hardness (2 Timothy 2:3,10). 
We must not become entangled with the world. 


One is not crowned unless he goes by the rules 
(2 Timothy 2:5). 


Fight the good fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:11,12). 


. The Crown of Victory 


l. 
2: 
3. 


Is a crown of righteousness (2 Timothy 4:6-8). 
Is a crown of life (James 1:12). 


The crown of life is given to those who are faithful unto 
death (Revelation 2:10). 


It is a crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4). 
Let no one take your crown (Revelation 3:11,12). 


The crown of life involves life eternal (Mark 10:29,30; 
John 3:16,36). 


This is in God’s Son (1 John 5:11-13). 
This life involves the tree of life (Revelation 2:7; 22:1,2). 
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